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Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club, serving Maryland, Virginia & Washington, DC since 1956     Holiday Issue, 2008 

“Celebrating the spirit of the Miniature Schnauzer” 
 

 
The Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club is 

affiliated with 
The American Miniature Schnauzer Club & 

The American Kennel Club. 
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       President:                   Sue Faber 
       Vice President            Richard Edwards                  
       Secretary                    Lois McCormick 
       Treasurer:                   Laurese Katen 

 
Board of Directors: 

B.J. Arczynski 
Donna Parzow 
Karin Walden 

 
AMSC Delegate 

Shawne Imler 
 

Committee Chairperson 
Specialty Show:       Laurese Katen 
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For Newsletter contributions, contact: 
Sharon Edwards at rtesle@comcast.net 
or phone (301) 947-8811.  
 
Web site:  minischnauzer.org 
Web Master:  Chris Franck 

 
 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! 

 

Remember our holiday party – Sunday, December 14 at 1:00 pm at the 
home of Shawne Imler in Hampstead, MD.  Please RSVP to Laurese 
Katen at (301) 384-1988 regarding the dish you will bring to share.  Also, 
bring a $15 gift for a gift exchange and something for the silent auction.  
Join us for a great “schnauzery” beginning to the holiday season.  

 
Featured in this Issue: 

- Tips to make the holiday season safe for your MS  
- Wrap-up of our fall Specialty 
- New Year’s Resolutions for you and your MS 
- Health Corner – living with your senior dog’s impaired vision 
- All the regular features 
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A warm welcome to all members of the MVMSC, 
 
I would personally like to thank Rich Edwards for all his hard work these past two years.  He has put a lot 
of time and effort in coordinating the by-laws with the AKC.  I also thank him for his guidance thru these 
new elections and beyond. 
 
We are looking forward to a wonderful Christmas party to be held at Shawne Imler’s beautiful home.  
Please mark your calendars for December 14th starting at 1 pm.  Invitations have been sent.  A reminder 
with directions will be sent by e-mail and/or snail mail. 
 
As we begin this New Year, we are hoping to have much more involvement by club members.  We would 
like to encourage members to attend our meetings in order to have some meetings at dog friendly 
establishments.  Some dog friendly establishments, especially those with indoor facilities,  have fees over 
$100.  Such expenditures require a vote of a quorum of the membership.  We are also looking into 
having a dog massage therapist attend a meeting as well as having a photographer take 
pictures with you and your Miniature Schnauzer.  We are open to any and all ideas for the future.   
 
We hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season and we look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sue Faber 
MVMSC - President 
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Richard and Tanya Arnold – Pasadena, MD 
 

 
 

HOLIDAY TREATS 
 
The bird’s in the oven and your MS is begging for a taste.  Rather than forking over a drumstick, whip up 
a batch of these holiday-themed cookies.  From the Organic Dog Biscuit Cookbook (Cider Mill Press, 
2008), they have turkey and all the trimmings, including cranberries and yams, just without the fattening 
gravy and pecan pie. 
 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  Combine all ingredients and mix until a dough forms.  Roll out onto a 
lightly floured surface to ½ inch thickness.  Cut into shapes with a cookie cutter.  Place on an aluminum 
foil-lined cookie sheet and bake 22-27 minutes.  Transfer and cool completely on wire rack.  Store in 
airtight container in the refrigerator. 
 
All the Trimmings Cookies 
2 cups cooked ground turkey   2 cups brown rice flour 
2 eggs      ½ cup dried cranberries 
½ cup pureed carrots    1 cup cooked, mashed yams 
2 tablespoons honey    1 teaspoon diced rosemary 
1/8 teaspoon garlic powder   1 teaspoon ground cinnamon    
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Conformation  
New Champion Schottzie’s Fully Loaded, owned by Pamela Schott of Wilmington, DE.  Schottzie was on 
the cover of Schnauzer Shorts this past issue. 

 
 
 
CH Sarius Kalli-For-Ya Dreamin' (CH Mai-Laur Black E-Nam-L x 
Sarius Kenya See Me Now) has completed her AKC Championship 
going Winner's Bitch for a 5 point Major at the AMSC National 
Specialty Show in Long Beach, CA in June. Kalli is owned by Phil and 
Terri Kaelin of Germantown, MD and was handled by Shawne Imler 
and Traci Preto. Thank you to everyone who took part in Kalli's career. 
We plan to breed Kalli on her next season. 

 
                 “Kalli” 
 

                            
                                                                              “Venus” 

 
         “Elle” 

 
Rally  
Sarius Sir Dewey Lewes, “Dewey”, took 4th place in Rally Advanced on November 20th and 1st place 
on November 21st in Rally Advanced in Reading, Pa.  It was a big show and he had 26 dogs in his 
class.  On November 28th Dewey got his title in Rally Advanced at Point of Rocks, Md.  Dewey is owned 
by Terri Eyer.   

  
Sarius Skip to Fenwick Island, “Fenwick”, got his title November 20th in Rally Novice while in Reading, 
Pa.   Fenwick is also owned by Terri Eyer, who says “I’m proud of them both. They are both young but 
are fast learners.” 

  

CH Sarius Venus De Milo (CH Destineez Texas Ranger x CH 
Blythewood Hope O' Sarius) owned by Debi Durst and handled by 
Joan Huber, completed the requirements for her AKC Championship 
in the Pocono Mountains on September 11, 2008. Venus has been 
inseminated with frozen semen from the late CH Sarius Candy Man 
Can, AKA Sammy. She is due to whelp on New Year’s Day. 

CH Lonestar’s Wicked Good, “Elle” completed 
her championship at our MVMSC Specialty in 
October as Best of Winners.  Elle continued to 
show after earning her championship, earning 
several group placements, including a Terrier 
specialty placement in November. 
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The New Year is just around the corner and with it comes the promise of fresh starts for all – both human 
and canine.  What better time to resolve that you and your dog will work toward better health in 2009 and 
beyond? 
 
Resolution #1:  Get Fit 
Yes, getting fit means exercising and exercising takes – ugh – effort, but that’s why it works so well to 
help you and your MS maintain a healthy body weight or shed pounds.  Exercise itself requires 
expending more calories, and you, as you build up muscle tissue, burn more calories even if you’re just 
sitting in a chair.  Ditto for your dog. 
 
Although initiating an exercise program can feel uncomfortable if you’re out of shape, the longer you stick 
with it the better you and your MS will feel, physically and mentally.  For people, exercise provides a 
sense of rejuvenation and energy, as well as stress reduction.  You can’t measure these things in dogs, 
but it’s probably similar.  Setting up a consistent and practical exercise routine is most important.  The 
critical part is that you have an appointment to exercise every day, so you don’t push it to the 
background.  Your MS will appreciate his daily exercise with his human. 
 
Remember that your 30 minutes of recommended exercise a day can be cumulative.  Taking your dog for 
two robust walks a day is fine.  Walking is a nice way of spending time with your family, so unwind 
together and enjoy being with your dog.  For beginning exercisers in particular, walking ranks as one of 
the best workouts you and your dog can have together.  You never know what interesting people and 
dogs you may find on your walks! 
 
Resolved:  Walk with my MS and try not to backslide during the winter weather. 
 
Resolution #2:  Eat Healthy 
While owners and their dogs certainly benefit from the same exercise program, changing to a healthier 
diet poses different problems for humans than it does for dogs.  With human food available 24/7 and 
willpower sometimes not as strong as needed, food choices, portion control and adopting regular eating 
patterns become very important.  Formulated pet foods, on the other hand, tend to be nutritious and 
balanced, so for dogs the problem mainly comes down to excessive consumption when owners free-pour 
and dole out too many treats. 
 
People have a relationship with their dog that often involves food.  It can be a big part of the bond 
between us, especially in training, where food enticement really helps. But those treats add up.  Before 
you revamp your dog’s diet, however, consult your pet’s veterinarian, or a veterinarian specialist if your 
pooch has developed a medical condition such as liver disease or allergies.  He or she can advise you 
about making diet changes, such as switching to a prescription weight-loss diet, and adopting an 
exercise-diet routine appropriate for your MS.  Simply cutting back on food means you run the risk of 
creating a nutritional deficiency, and many of the light diets maintain weight, rather than cause weight 
loss over time.   
 
Most portly pooches can be slimmed down safely with these easy diet changes:  reduce or eliminate 
table scraps, measure out his meals, and reward him with more praise and fewer treats.   
 
Resolved:  Think before I eat and think before I feed my MS. 
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Resolution #3:  Boost your Dog’s Emotional Health  
As many of us have learned, dogs have individual emotional needs, likes, and dislikes.  All dogs, 
however, hunger for social interaction with their pack, and that means you!  To boost your MS’s 
emotional health, follow the following strategies. 
 
1.  Enrich your dog’s environment.  In many homes there’s not much for dogs to do so they make up 

their own mischief.  Keep your dog’s mind active with interesting toys, like a treat ball or peanut-
butter-filled Kong. 

2. Work with him in obedience or another activity.  Flyball, trick-training, whatever – the interaction with 
your pet is what counts.  

3. Groom him regularly.  For dogs who enjoy a good brushing, regular grooming sessions provide a 
soothing interlude. Schedule quality time together.  Dogs like a regular schedule, and part of that 
should include affectionate, quality interaction with their owners.  If we’re not careful, we get busy with 
our lives and forget we need to pet our MS. 

4. Visit a dog park.  If your MS loves the company of other dogs, a jaunt to the park will give him the 
opportunity to socialize with his four-footed friends. 

5. Do something your dog likes to do.  A lot of dogs have a favorite thing they like to do.  If it’s safe and 
fun, why not!  It makes them feel good. 
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Each issue, Beard ‘n Brows  features outstanding contributions, acts of kindness, etc. and 
awards the “Paws-up” award.  This issue’s winner is You – all the members of the MVMSC.   
Thanks to your continued support of the club, and unconditional volunteerism to make the club 
and our breed better, the MVMSC is better now than ever! 
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���December 14���Annual Holiday party at Shawne Imler’s home.  Bring a dish to share, a 

wrapped gift valued at no more than $15 for the gift exchange, and a surprise or two for the 
silent auction (proceeds going to the club).   For questions, call Shawne at 410 329-6464.  
Remember to contact Laurese Katen  at 301 384-1988 regarding the dish you plan to bring.  
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Notes from the AMSC  – 
 

·  The first ever Miniature Schnauzer Calendar is ready, just in time for gift-giving.  For a preview as 
well as the order form, go to the AMSC website:  http://amsc.us/  and look at the top of the home 
page for the “Latest News” tab. Click here and see “2009 calendar”.  Both pictures on the front 
and back of this issue will be featured (without the holiday trimmings) in the calendar.  Just the 
perfect gift for all you MS friends.    
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·  The AKC/Eukanuba National Championship Dog Show will be held in Long Beach, CA Dec. 13-
14.  Dogs, including many MSs, will compete for top honors and a $50,000 prize.  Highlight of the 
annual event include a Meet-the-Breeds exhibit (ours to be manned by the Southern California 
club), with more than 150 breed-specific booths.  Also on the schedule are the AKC Agility 
Invitational featuring dogs displaying their athletic skills, and the Super Dock Jumping competition 
and the Woof and Roof Challenge.  These events are free to the public – for more information visit 
http://www.akc.org    

 
·  A response was sent to the AKC regarding the potential reassignment of our breed into a different 

group.  The response from the member survey was: 
 

92% remain in the Terrier group 
4% move to working group 
4% move to new Companion group 
 

Based on the member response, the AKC will recommend our breed remain in the Terrier group. 
 

·  The next National Specialty will be held February 22, 2009 in Chicago.  Our own Shawne Imler 
will be judging Sweeps, and Barry Day from England will be judging the regular classes.  This is a 
great show and is held at McCormick Place in downtown Chicago.  Plan your trip now. 
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Our Specialty in October was a huge success.  Thanks to everyone who participated in 
planning the event, organizing the catered lunch, and providing trophies.  We’ve received 
many comments from exhibitors outside our club regarding the great trophies and food.   
 

Sweepstakes Winners 
Judge:  Dr. Karen Hoffman 

 
Best in Sweeps – Blythewood Pistol Packin Mama – owner Auclair  

Best Opposite Sex – Sweeps – Ernhart’s H Bar Diamond  - owner Janice Lofland 
 

Regular Classes 
Judge:  Martin Doherty 

 
Winners Dog:  Ernhart Hoepfner’s Simply Irresistable – owner J. Tuttle 
Reserve Winners Dog:  Blythewood Here’s Johnny  - owner J. Huber 

Winners Bitch/Best of Winners:  Lonestar’s Wicked Good  - owners Rich & Sharon Edwards 
Reserve Winners Bitch:  Sarius Galloping to Glory - owner D. Durst 

Best Opposite Sex:  Ch.  Blythewood Going Places – owners Jim & Cici Day/Shawne Imler  
 Best of Breed:  Ch.  Blythewood Calamity Jane - owner J. Huber 

 
Note all winners are either owned and/or bred by MV MSC members! 

 
The editor’s apologies to the winners for the lack of pictures – due to the set-up of the professional 
show photographer, I was not able to get photos of the winners.  Please send me your personal photos, 
and they will be published in the next issue. 
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Highlights of the MVMSC Specialty 
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Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club 
Home of Jim and Karin Walden 
September 21, 2008 

 
Meeting convened at 1:45 PM.  Present were 15 members and one guest.  A quorum was present to vote. 
President’s Report  
Arrangements for the specialty are set up.  Karen Surma went over the luncheon.  Entries close this 
Wednesday, so the ring time will not be set until this weekend. Discussion about future meeting sites.  We 
need a volunteer for the holiday party. 
Secretary Report  
Minutes read and approved. 
Treasurer’s Report  
Income $2,035 for the fire fund.  Expenses $39.31.  The fire fund will be sent to Joan Huber, all from member 
donations.  $8,943.05 is in the bank currently.  
Committee Reports  
Activities- no report 
Awards- Committee has only received 8 awards from people, all were sent to Mildred Doud.  
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Finance – no report 
 Membership- no report 
Nominating- Committee presented the slate of officers and board members for 2009.  Slate is as follows: 

President     Sue Faber  
Vice President     Rich Edwards 
Secretary     Lois McCormick 
Treasurer     Laurese Katen 

 
Board of Directors     B.J. Arczynski 

Donna Parzow 
        Karin Walden 
 
Delegate to the American Miniature Schnauzer Club Shawne Imler 
Voting will occur at the October meeting. 
Specialty- no report 
Trophies-no report 
Website- Doc Clay has resigned from the committee; Chris Franck will manage the website going forward.. 
Old Business  
We will need future meeting sites starting in March. 
By-Laws vote.  Rich Edwards summarized the changes that the AKC has requested.  A quorum was present, a 
vote was taken, vote unanimous in favor of the changes.   
New Business  
Karen Surma reported on the specialty luncheon, very few members have responded.  We need a count for 
the caterer.  If we don’t get a hard count, we will have to go with the 75 people that we have committed.  Karen 
also needs volunteers to run the door at the specialty.  Donna and Sue will do it.  We will also need a ¼ sheet 
cake.  Question about a possible silent auction or 50/50.  We need to know the time that the specialty starts, 
but we will not know until the entries close. Sharon Edwards will be in charge of the 50/50.  We need to come 
up with a couple of things for the silent auction. 
Karen gave her thanks for the nomination for president, but due to business obligations she declined. 
Howard County Fairgrounds procedure has changed, everything has to go to their board. 
Buckeystown Vet wants a contact 30 days before the Nov. meeting so that they can prepare for us. 
There was an inquiry about using PayPal for paying dues.  The AMSC has some trouble and few payments 
with PayPal.  There is also a 3 ½ % cut that PayPal takes. 
A motion was made for adjournment.  Vote held, vote unanimous.  Meeting adjourned at 2:30PM 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Constance Hannigan-Franck 
Secretary 

 
Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club 
Home of Laurese Katen 
October 19, 2008 

 
The meeting was called to order at 1:45 pm by Rich Edwards.  Members present were:  Chris and Connie 
Franck; Donna Parzow; Laurese Katen, Rich and Sharon Edwards; Lois McCormick.  The minutes from the 
last meeting (September) were presented by Connie Hannigan-Franck and approved.   
 
President's Report:  (Rich Edwards ) 
The draft changes to the bylaws were voted upon and passed at the September meeting.  The final changes 
will be sent back to AKC for approval.  Barring any new requests for changes coming from the AKC, we expect 
to receive final approval of the changes soon.   We had a quorum of eligible members at the September 
meeting necessary to pass the bylaws changes.  The quorum is established by reference to the number of 
eligible voting members in the club.  (The number 13 is our current quorum.) 
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The President presented a summary of the regional specialty show hosted by the MVMSC at Howard County 
Fairgrounds on Saturday, October 11.   Mention was made that sweeps and class winners were all owned or 
bred by club members.  All in all, members agreed that the show was a great success this year. 
 
A review of future meetings was given.  The November meeting is to be held at Buckeystown Veterinary 
Hospital on Sunday, November 16.  (Rich Edwards will confirm arrangements with Dr. Karen Miller.) There has 
not been a definite date set yet for the December meeting/Christmas party.  Shawne Imler has offered to host 
the party this year.  There was discussion that the likely dates would be the first or the third Saturday in 
December.  Arrangements to be confirmed at a later date. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  (Laurese Katen)  
The bank balance in the Club's account as of Sept. 2008 was $6,908.05.  The balance as of October 19 is 
$6,820.38.  All costs of the Specialty show have been paid with the exception of the bill for plaques. 
 Income:  $814.00 composed of: 
               Dues:        $615.00 
               Silent auction:  $30.00 
               Receipts from 50/50 raffle:  $69.00 
               Luncheon:  $100.00 (paid by guests) 
 Expenses:    
      Cost of Luncheon:  $696.32  ($621.32 for luncheon for 43 + $75.00 for room rental)                        
                Sweeps, gifts, newsletter:  $185.35 
 
Laurese Katen recommended against providing a fully paid catered luncheon for future specialty shows.  She 
reviewed the total costs for the luncheon: Guarantee for 60 people was $896.32 (includes room rental).  The 
offset for paid guests is $100, leaving a total of $796.32 (including a $200 deposit paid in a previous month and 
the $75.00 room rental.)  There was general discussion about the luncheon.  The caterer provided excellent 
service; the room itself was a bit crowded.  Not everyone agreed that the cost of the luncheon was out of line.  
It was agreed that we should consider additional options for future years, such as a catered or restaurant 
evening meal off premises, with costs shared by the club and individual members.   
 
Membership report:  
There were no new club members to announce or to consider for membership at this meeting.   Membership 
dues are due November 1, with a grace period until January 1, 2009.  So far 32 people have paid their dues. 
 
Committee Reports : 
Activities and Awards Committees:  (Donna Parzow) 
No report.   Rich stated the club's thanks to Donna and other members who worked on the awards for the 
Specialty show. 
Finance Committee:  (Laurese Katen) 
No report. 
Membership Committee:  (B.J. Arczynski) 
No report.   It was mentioned on the part of B.J. that some work has been done on a new member packet. 
 
Nominating Committee :  
Current members are Chris Franck, Donna Parzow and Karin Walden.  The membership of this committee 
turns over every year.   The slate for next year's officers and board members was presented to the club at the 
September meeting.  It was mentioned that no formal vote is required when the nominated slate is unopposed. 
 
Specialty Committee : 
No report.    
 
Trophy Committee :   
No report. 
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Website Committee : 
Chris Franck will be handling the website upkeep this year. 
 
Unfinished Business : 
There was discussion about the holiday party and a suggestion by Laurese that we do a silent auction for this 
event.  There was general agreement that this is a good idea. 
As mentioned above, revisions to the club bylaws were approved by a quorum of members at the September 
meeting. 
 
New Business : 
Laurese stated that we need someone to chair the Christmas party silent auction.  It was suggested that we 
give a heads up to members about the December silent auction when the notices are sent out for the 
November club meeting.   It was also suggested that meeting notices be sent out in electronic and hard copy 
form this month to see if that will generate any more attendance. 
 
Laurese also stated that the Columbia Terrier Association has asked our club to support the Miniature 
Schnauzer entry for their April 09 show at Timonium.  We need to let them know by Nov. 1.  The 
trophies/awards would cover the categories Best of Breed; Best of Opposite Sex; Winners Dog; Winners Bitch; 
Reserve Winners and Bred by Exhibitor.   The Judging List will be given to us and the club can select the 
judges for the show.  There was agreement that the club could do this. 
 
The slate of proposed officers/board members for this next year was reviewed: 
President:  Sue Faber 
Vice-President:  Rich Edwards 
Treasurer:  Laurese Katen 
Secretary:  Lois McCormick 
Board Members:  B. J. Arczynski; Karin Walden; Donna Parzow; Shawne Imler (Delegate to AMSC) 
 
Given that there was no other nominees in opposition, the proposed slate was elected by acclamation.  The 
new officers will begin their office immediately. 
 
Sharon Edwards presented a recap of the AMSC Specialty Show at Montgomery County PA show held on the 
first weekend of October.  She reviewed the recipients of some of the annual awards presented at the Annual 
AMSC Dinner.   It was a large show; there were about 100 dogs in the show.  One day of the four was devoted 
exclusively to terriers.   
 
Adjournment:  
The meeting was adjourned at 2:43 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
Lois McCormick 
MVMSC Secretary 
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Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club 
Buckeystown Veterinary Hospital 
November 16, 2008 

 
Meeting called to order at 1:45 PM by new President, Sue Faber.  Present were 11 members and one guest.   
 
President’s Report  
Sue welcomed everyone and stressed the importance of bringing interests into the club to attract pet members.  
Sue also asked the help of all members to further the strides of the club into the future. 
 
Secretary Report  
Minutes of the October meeting were read and approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
Current bank balances were read by Laurese Katen – no outstanding expenses. 
 
Committee Reports  
No report from the following committees:  Activities, Awards, Membership, Specialty, Trophy 
Website- Doc Clay has resigned from the committee; Chris Franck will manage it going forward. 
 
Old Business  
By-laws changes are ready for submittal to the AKC – changes were unanimously approved at the September 
meeting. 
 
New Business  
President Sue Faber suggested the club “wine and dine” prospective members, introduce them to existing club 
members and made to feel welcome in the club – suggestions as to how to accomplish this were solicited.  
Discussion of possible meeting sites for 2009 followed and several members will investigate the possibility of 
setting up meetings in the new year.  A “thank you” was extended to Dr. Karen Miller, of Buckeystown Vet 
Hospital, who opened her facility for the meeting and a “crop and dock” discussion.  
 
A motion was made for adjournment.   Meeting adjourned at 2:30PM followed by Dr. Miller’s presentation. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Vicki Arnold (for Lois McCormick, Secretary) 
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Luke Robinson and his two Great Pyrenees are walking from Austin, TX to Boston, MA to raise money for 
canine cancer research.  Since March, 2008, when Luke and his “two boys” embarked on the trek, they 
have walked 8-12 miles a day six days a week, depending on the weather.  Supplies are shipped to 
Robinson along the way and his team checks both Robinson and the dogs to make sure they’re ok.  The 
human-canine pack hopes to step foot – and paw – in Boston sometime in March, 2009.  
 
The inspiration for the 2,400 mile journey is Robinson’s previous dog, who suffered from bone cancer 
that eventually claimed his life at the age of 7.  Robinson says, ”It’s amazing how many people don’t 
know dogs suffer from cancer, and many of the same types that humans get, thus making them an ideal  
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model for studying cancer in people.   Our mission is about discovering the cause of cancer.“  Learn more 
about Robinson’s journey through his blog and website by visiting http://www.2dogs2000miles.org 
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Ho-h-hold it! Don’t succumb to cabin fever or the winter doldrums.  Get out (remember your 
resolution about exercise) and revel in the season. If you and your MS are looking for some 
snowed-in fun this winter, look no further than scenic, forested, quiet Savage River Lodge, 
located in Frostburg, MD.  It’s a pet-friendly getaway with a wine list recommended by Wine 
Enthusiast Magazine and digs recommended by Conde Nast Johansen’s luxury hotel and spa 
site, thanks to the privacy of the luxurious cabins, the excellent cuisine, and the extensive list of 
outdoor activities.    
 
Canine visitors receive home-made bone-shaped biscuits delivered to their cabin – along with 
the family’s breakfast.  With temperatures that hover around 39 degrees, the mountainous area 
is aptly nicknamed “the icebox of Maryland.”  The 15 miles of trails are great for the adventurous 
to take their dogs on quiet walks (and good exercise, too.)  For more info visit 
http://www.savageriverlodge.com       
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Topic this issue:  Living with a senior pet – Limited Vision  
       Excerpt from Dog Fancy Magazine 
 
Changes in the eye, including vision loss, are a natural part of canine aging.  However, a dog with 
compromised vision, or even blindness, can live very comfortably for many years.  The following simple 
life-style changes can help your senior dog lead a quality life throughout his golden years. 
 
Modify living environment 
Create a living space that properly accommodates your limited sight senior dog.  Allow ease of mobility 
by removing clutter and create wide paths between furniture.  Once you decide on a configuration that’s 
pleasing to you and functional for your dog, stick to it.  Avoid frequent change.  Large pieces of furniture 
serve as landmarks for your MS.  Also, keep daily items such as food containers, water bowls, and beds 
in the same location.  Consistent placement of familiar objects helps your dog create a reliable mental 
map of the layout and reduce fear of the unknown. 
 
Focus on other senses 
Train yourself to employ sound, smell, or tactile stimuli.  Take advantage of your dog’s keen sense of 
hearing and smell.  It is the perfect opportunity to refresh or reinforce verbal command training.  Consider 
using a favorite toy with a squeaker to help train and guide your limited sight MS.  There are many  
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products that rely on auditory stimuli to increase convenience for you and your canine friend.  The leash 
is an invaluable tool when taking your dog outdoors or to unfamiliar areas.  It provides tactile information 
for your dog, letting him know that you’re next to him.  It is important to encourage social, outdoor 
activities to promote well-being and to provide mental and physical stimulation for your senior dog. 
 
Reduce stress – create a safe zone  
 Pamper your senior MS with a well-deserved safe zone.  Needless to say, navigating the world blind or 
with limited sight can be stressful.  An orthopedic bed, located in a designated area, provides a secure 
area for your dog to “decompress.”  An easily accessible dog bed also minimizes strain and potential 
injuries associated with climbing or jumping into human beds. 
 
Did you know? 
 
Cataracts are one of the most common problems the eyes of older dogs. 
Signs and symptoms include: cloudy appearance to eyes, pet bumping into objects, or not retrieving 
objects.  The most common metabolic disorder resulting in cataract formation is diabetes.  If you suspect 
your dog is developing cataracts, contact your veterinarian.  Be sure to work with a veterinary 
ophthalmologist to take the best and most effective course of treatment for your dog.  Remember, eye 
exams should always be part of the physical exam in older dogs. 
 
Many dogs have annual eye exams by a canine ophthalmologist to detect hereditary eye diseases.  The 
results of these exams are filed with the Canine Eye Registration Foundation (CERF) 
 
 
 

������
���
(�
���*
����


 

As the winter months approach, a dog’s need for food, shelter, and loving care increases.  Keep 
your dog safe and warm by following these guidelines. 

·  Don’t leave your MS outside in the cold for too long.  Wind chill makes days colder than 
actual temperature readings.  Be attentive to your dog’s body temperature, and limit his 
time outdoors.  This is especially true after clippering the coat, when much of the 
undercoat has been removed. 

·  Adequate shelter is a necessity.  Keep you MS warm, dry and away from drafts.  Tile and 
uncarpeted areas may become extremely cold, so make sure to place dog beds or 
blankets on the floor. 

·  Be careful when walking or playing with your dog near frozen lakes or ponds.  Your MS 
could slip or jump and get seriously injured. 

·  Consider sweaters or coats for your MS, especially after grooming.  Carefully inspect your 
dog’s pads after walking on ice for cuts.  Rinse and dry your dog’s feet after a walk where 
rock salt has been applied as it can irritate footpads. 

·  Towel-dry your MS if he gets wet from rain or snow.  It is important to dry and clean his 
paws, too.  This helps avoid cracked pads.  A little petroleum jelly may soften the pads 
and prevent further cracking. 



- 14 - 

 

·  Provide plenty of fresh water at all times.  Your dog is just as likely to get dehydrated in 
the winter as in the summer.  Snow is not a satisfactory substitute for water. 

·  Don’t leave your MS in the car alone.  If the car engine is left on, the carbon monoxide 
could endanger your dog’s life.  If the engine is off, the temperature in the car could get 
too cold. 

·  Antifreeze, which often collects on drive-ways and roads, is highly poisonous.  Although it 
smells and tastes good to your dog, it can be lethal.   

 
Special Care for the Holidays – 
 

·  Poinsettias, holly and mistletoe may make your MS sick if he chews on the leaves, 
berries, or flowers.  Place holiday plants out of your dog’s reach. 

·  Review holiday gifts for dogs to make sure they are safe.  Items such as plastic toys and 
small rawhide sticks may be dangerous. 

·  Remove holiday lights from lower branches of your tree, and watch out for electrical 
cords.  Pets often try to chew them and may get chocked or electrocuted.  Place wires out 
of their reach. Tree ornaments, candles, and other decorations can cause choking or 
severe intestinal problems  if swallowed.  Avoid decorating your tree with popcorn or other 
edible treats.  Tinsel and angel hair can lead to upset stomach and possible intestinal 
blockage if ingested. 

·  Pets may find tree water tempting to drink.  If you use preservatives in your tree’s water, 
be sure they are pet-friendly. 

·  Though humans may enjoy cookies, chocolate, raisins and other treats, these treats are 
dangerous for your MS.  Chocolate contains theobromine, which can be harmful to dogs 
and sometimes fatal. 

·  While people may indulge in holiday libations, no MS should ever have alcohol (except 
one lick of champagne on New Year’s Eve.) 

·  Not every guest at your holiday party, especially young children, may be familiar with your 
dog’s habits.  When entertaining, consider confining your MS securely in his crate or in 
one area of the house with a radio or TV on. 

·  The holiday season can be a stressful time for dogs.  Try to keep a normal schedule 
during all the excitement. 
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Holiday Gift Ideas 
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21301 Golf Estates Drive 
Laytonsville, Maryland 20882 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See you at our holiday party 
Sunday, December 14 
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