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This summer’s issue d&eard ‘n Browdocuses on breeding —
gualities of a responsible breeder and points talpowhen writing
a puppy sale contract. We hope this informatioraisable to

current breeders and to any Club member who maylape
become a breeder.

Featured in this Issue:

Spotlight on Breeding

Photo Op - pictures of the April puppy match and annual picnic
Names and Faces — Laurese Katen

New feature, “The Schnazzy Schnauzer”, your personal shopper for the latest in dog trends

Plus — All the regular features




MVMSC Friends,

The “dog days” of summer are upon us. Since our picnic in early July, we have enjoyed a hiatus.
Autumn is rapidly approaching along with several key events for our Club.

First is the annual Labor Day pig pickin’ hosted by Debi and Martin Durst at their home in WV.
Secondly, our first Club meeting of the fall is September 16 at Greenbriar Pet Resort, so mark your
calendars now. There will be an important vote at this meeting, so please try to attend. Third, the
Board of Director elections will take place at our October meeting. The nominating committee is
currently seeking candidates for our Board. If you are interested, or if you wish to nominate
someone, please contact BJ Arczynski, chairwoman of the committee. Lastly, our annual Specialty
show will be Saturday, October 13, at the Howard County Fairgrounds. The cluster will be four days
this year, which should draw a sizable entry. We will draw the lucky number for a lovely 14k gold
schnauzer pendant at the luncheon held in conjunction with the Specialty. Raffle tickets for this
pendant are on sale now through the day of the event. If you have collected money for this raffle,
please send it to Laurese Katen. Chris Franck and Connie Hannigan-Franck is chairing the Specialty
luncheon, so please contact her to let her know what scrumptious dish you'll bring.

Fall is always an exciting time of year, and this year should be even more special with all the MVMSC
activities planned. | hope everyone will save the dates so we can all enjoy these times.

See you September 16™.

President
Vicki Arwold — Hagerstown, MD Teresa Kaelin — Germantown, MD
Dr. Carlton Brown — Ellicott City, MD Ed and Anna Lenz — Alexandria, VA
Karen Dattilio — Westminster, MD David and Toni Leazer — Hanover, MD
Betty Davis — Annapolis, MD Debra May — Hagerstown, MD
Jennifer Elsea — Fairfax, VA Deloris Wojcek — Harpers Ferry, WV

Terri Eyer — Frederick, MD

Rally
Sue Faber’s “Toby” was awarded his Novice Rally title this spring. His scores were 87, 99 and 97 out
of 100. Congratulations to this little guy and his “mom”.

** Please send New Champion information to rtesle@comcast.net for inclusion in the next newsletter**
Congratulations on these Noteworthy Achievements!
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When drafting a puppy contract, breeders must be concerned with a number of things, such as guaranteeing a
fair deal is made, protecting themselves from legal challenges, and ensuring puppies’ welfare. Below are
some considerations when reviewing or drafting a contract.

Your entire agreement with the buyer should be inw  riting . Few breeders would sell a puppy
without a written record of the sale, but a surprising number make oral amendments when issues
related to the sale of the puppy arise — and need resolution - later on. Oral agreements are inherently
problematic. Even if both parties can remember what is agreed, it is difficult to prove. The better
choice is to put the amendment in writing, stating that it is made a part of the original contract, and have
it signed by all parties.

Choose your words carefully . Generally speaking, a party can enforce only what the written contract
actually says. Those words should be unambiguous and should capture the parties’ intent completely.
When an ambiguity does exist, courts generally interpret the clause in favor of the party who did not
draft the contract — meaning in most cases, the buyer.

Require all owners to sign . The AKC generally discourages co-ownership due to the problems that
can arise (most often, disputes between co-owners). ldentifying more than one buyer in a contract can
sometimes be beneficial. For example, a contract generally cannot be enforced against someone who
did not sign it. So if the person who will in fact be carrying out the buyer’s obligations — raising
breeding, showing the dog — is not the person who plans to sign your contract, address this with your
buyers and explain why you would like both to sign.

Specify all conditions and requirements . Most breeders impose some conditions on the new
owner. List every desired condition in the written contract — if it is included it is probably enforceable.
Breeders can encourage buyers to adhere to contract conditions by promising something of value, such
as AKC record of ownership. For example, breeders sometimes require that a pet-quality dog be
neutered or spayed before AKC papers are provided. A breeder may also remain as a co-owner until a
show dog reaches its championship, whelps the agreed-upon number of litters, or meets some other
requirement. Some contracts require the buyer to provide love and affection. Such clauses are not
enforceable but nonetheless send a message about how the breeder wants the puppy treated, and may
influence the buyer’s behavior. Breeders can also dictate the consequences if a buyer fails to meet the
contract conditions. For example, your contract might state the buyer must return the dog for certain
serious breaches. You might require reimbursement for your money caused by the breach. More
commonly, the contract identifies a specific sum of money, since it can be difficult to calculate the exact
amount of damages.

Include guarantees, warranties, and disclaimers . If your contract is silent about guarantees and
warranties, you will be subject to those imposed by your state laws. In some states, these statutory
provisions can be limited through a contract disclaimer, however, the presence of such does not ensure
a court will enforce it. Consult an attorney to determine what you can contractually disclaim.

Be aware of the warranty of merchantability . If not specifically disclaimed, a breeder’s contract will
likely be held to include this warranty, which provides that the dog is “reasonably fit” for the general
purposes for which a dog is sold. One court recently held that a “general purpose” of a puppy sold by a
pet shop is for breeding, and that selling a dog with an undescended testicle violated the warranty of
merchantability. In another case, a Maltese sold as a “teacup” which then grew to the size of a
standard Maltese also violated the warranty.

Consider a warranty of fithess for a particular pur pose. Some buyers have in mind a particular
“purpose” for the new puppy, such as conformation showing, breeding, or becoming a service animal.




Generally speaking, if a seller is aware that the buyer has a particular intended purpose for an item,
then the seller is assumed to specifically warranty fithess for that purpose. But a puppy is not an
object, and no breeder can predict if a puppy’s bite will go off, etc. once he’s off the breeder’s premises.
Accordingly, consider a disclaimer stating that a particular purpose is contemplated, but that the puppy
is sold merely as a prospect for that purpose, without any guarantee of fithess for the contemplated
purpose.

Carefully word all health guarantees and disclaimer  s. Good health is generally part of the warranty
of merchantability of an animal. A breeder can usually ensure an animal leaves her premises healthy,
and many breeders do extend this guarantee. Some make this guarantee contingent on the buyer
obtaining a veterinary exam within a short time of purchase. Since breeders cannot foresee the
animal’s health throughout his lifetime, your disclaimer should address those specific health conditions
that you acknowledge the puppy may evidence in the future, and it should state that you do not
warranty that the puppy is forever free of that condition. Remember you may be deemed to warranty
anything you do not specifically disclaim. Decide what specific conditions to identify in your disclaimer
based on known genetic conditions in your breed. Of course, no breeder wants to suggest that her
puppies have serious health problems. Many therefore preface their disclaimers with a statement such
as Breeder attempts to breed for only even temperaments and healthy animals.

Define remedies . The disclaimer can also define — and limit - the buyer’s remedies in case a puppy is
later found to be ill or unfit for purchase. If the puppy turns out to have a serious health issue, the
breeder can contractually define the time frame in which the buyer must inform the breeder of the
problem, and whether the breeder will refund the purchase price, replace the animal, or make
reimbursement for health care costs. Some breeders issue warranties greater than those required by
law; some issue more limited warranties. To minimize the possibility of legal challenges, most breeders

provide some reasonable remedy to the buyer.

Goesto ............ “Velvet”, helping save lives in the snowy Oregon mountains

Each issue, Beard ‘n Brows features outstanding contributions, acts of kindness, etc. and awards the “Paws-
up” award. This issue’s winner is “Velvet”, who made headlines in February, when she was stranded on Mount
Hood, Oregon, with owner Matty Bryant and two fellow climbers.

The team fell over an icy ledge as they were making their descent in blowing snow. One of the climbers was
injured in the fall, forcing them to stop, huddle together under a tarp, and call for help. GPS equipment helped
rescuers reach them after 24 hours in dangerous, frigid conditions.

As the climbers huddled for warmth, Velvet took turns lying on top of them. “I have to wonder if Velvet sleeping
on my feet didn’t make the difference between frost nip and frost bite,” said Bryant in his account of the rescue.
One climber suffered minor injuries, and Velvet was treated for minor cuts and abrasions on her feet and legs.
Bryant and Velvet keep busy as recent graduates of an animal assisted therapy program in Portland, OR.
They also work on fund-raising for Portland Mountain Rescue, who came to their aid on Mount Hood.

“She’ll get some extra dog treats,” Bryant said of Velvet's reward on a Good Morning America appearance.
“Maybe even a nice bone.”




Sunday, September 2 at the home of Debi and Martin Durst in West
Virginia. Last year was a fun time and Martin says “you ain’t seen nothin’ yet”.

Sunday, September 16 at Greenbriar Pet Resort. An important vote
regarding the membership of our Club will be voted on, so plan to attend.

We will raffle a stunning 14k gold miniature schnauzer pendant
and matching 14k chain at the October 13 Specialty. This pendant has been valued at $700 by a
jeweler and could be yours! Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20. Show this picture (below) to all your
schnauzer friends and we’ll be sure to sell many tickets. The winner does not have to be present
to win.

This pendant could be yours... buy raffle tickets for our Specialty

Saturday, October 13 at the Howard Country Fairgrounds with Club lunch
following. Arrangements for the lunch will be finalized at the September Club meeting. This year,
our luncheon area will be in one of the larger buildings, so it should be much nicer than previous
years. What dog will win Best of Breed? Be there to be the first to know.....




T

- SARIUS PIG ROAST
=8 rt_/ﬁ

4 \
Xé@:m{gy, September 2nd, 2007 at 1:00 PM Rain or Shine!
of t_\\\ﬁ
At Debi & Martin Durst’s, 6546 Middleway Pike,
Kearneysville, WV 25430. Home of Sarius Miniature

Schnauzers & Pampered Paws Grooming & Pet Sitting

Pork, Turkey, Drinks & Dinnerware will be provided. N
Please bring a favorite dish to share.

many people talking and dogs barking so if your dog is shy or getting older it
may not be such a fun day for them. In that case do yourself and yourdog a
favor and leave them home but do bring pictures or videos to share. There will
be a brag table available for anything you want to show us. This is a great place
to socialize a puppy but we wouldn’t want anyone’s dog to get overly stressed
or ill. Please use discretion.

Begin training now for the most unusual trick or talent competition.
No, not you, stupid! Your Dog!!! Or at least the pair of you.

Other things you may want to bring are a lawn chair, crate or ex-pen or at the
very least a collar and leash and water for your dog. And oh, yea! Pick-up bags!

Please RSVP to
schnauzerpupsa@
comcast.net or call
304-725-6794 and
let us know how
many will come.
No obligation of
course, we just
like to make sure
we get a big

‘enough pig!

COML
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Responsible breeders seek to improve their breeds with every litter. To reach this goal, they must devote
hours to continually learning as much as they can about their breeds, including health and genetic concerns,
temperament, appearance and type. In short, they become canine experts.

So, how can you acquire this expertise?

Become involved with dog clubs. Each breed has a national (or “parent” club) and there are many local
clubs devoted to individual breeds. The American Miniature Schnauzer Club (AMSC) is our parent or
national club. Membership in the parent club provides members’ access to a world-wide network of MS
fanciers, discussion groups on various topics related to the breed, a monthly newsletter, information
regarding health issues and all the AKC-sponsored sports There are specialty clubs (devoted to one
breed) as well as all-breed clubs and clubs for obedience, tracking or performance events. Most clubs
sponsor educational programs and events that will help you increase you knowledge.

Study your breed standard. The breed standard is the official guide by which dogs are judged at dog
shows. Each breed recognized by the AKC has its own standard that may specify everything from the
curvature of the dog’s tail to the color of its eyes. Many parent clubs offer more detailed information on
the standard, such as illustrations. The AMSC offers illustrations of the breed as well as grooming
charts. If you are interested in obtaining either, contact Patricia O’Brien at

Emerald Isle 95661@yahoo.com.

Attend dog events. Dog shows, obedience trials and performance events provide opportunities to
observe purebreds in action. You can learn about different lines by viewing real dogs and studying the
pedigrees of those you like. Many people competing at the shows are experienced breeders. Attending
the shows can give you the chance to meet and learn from these experts.

Read, read, read! There are many books, magazines and web sites available about every aspect of
the dog experience. There are books devoted to breeds, breeding and whelping, genetics, and many
other topics. The AKC offers a wealth of information about responsible breeding on its web site. Novice
breeders can read a step-by-step timeline about breeding the perfect (or close to perfect) litter.
Registration and DNA certification information is included, as are articles written by experienced
breeders and veterinarians. Responsible breeders are familiar with AKC rules and regulations
concerning the sale and registration of AKC-registrable dogs. Before you breed your dog, you should
contact the AKC to verify that you have all the correct paperwork, understand how to register a litter,
and are able to provide proper documentation to your buyers.

A responsible breeder is objective. Virtually every dog is the best in the world in the eyes of its owner.
Responsible breeders have the ability to separate their love for their dog from an honest evaluation of
its good and bad points. The failure to do so is called “kennel blindness”. Why is a detached point of
view necessary? Breeding is hard work. Every breeding should be a carefully planned endeavor to
produce a better dog. A good breeder recognizes a dog’s flaws and finds a mate with characteristics
that will help reduce those flaws.

So how can you honestly evaluate your dog as potential breeding stock? Seek assistance from some
of the best informational resources available — longtime breeders. An excellent way to develop an
impartial eye is to test your dog against others. To see how well your dog conforms to the breed
standard, get an assessment from an experienced breeder and enter dog shows. Entering obedience




trials will allow you to measure your dog’s intelligence and abilities. If your dog is a success in these
events, you'll be more confident that breeding your dog will contribute to the betterment of the breed.

A responsible breeder conditions the sire and dam. Good puppies start long before their parents are
bred. Both the sire and dam need constant care, or conditioning, to produce the best offspring. This
means regular veterinary care, screening for genetic problems, regular exercise and good nutrition. It
also means maintaining you dog’s mental health. Stressed animals can experience fertility problems.
Many breeders swear by the belief that the dam’s temperament affects the puppies — good puppies
come from good mothers. Consequently, they avoid breeding shy or unstable dogs.

A responsible breeder nurtures the puppies. Preparing for puppies means building a proper nursery. A
whelping box must be dry, very warm and draft-free. It should be big enough for the dam to be able to
move freely with sides that will safely contain the puppies. The mother normally takes care of the
puppies’ needs the first few weeks of their lives. You should be prepared for unusual but serious
situations, such as a dam with no milk or an orphaned litter. You will also need to provide additional
food for the dam while she is nursing the puppies.

Once the pups are weaned, they become much more active and require lots more work. You will need
to oversee feeding to ensure each puppy gets adequate food. You will need to keep the towels or
shredded newspaper lining of the whelping box clean. The pups will need their first round of shots and
plenty of playtime and opportunities for socialization with people.

A responsible breeder places puppies wisely. A difficult and important aspect of breeding is making
sure your puppies go to owners who will provide loving and permanent homes. They make sure new
puppy owners know what to expect, both the pros and the cons. They will also provide all the
necessary paperwork for new owners to register their dogs with the AKC, which will allow them to
participate in the sport of purebred dogs. Breeders also know the right questions to ask prospective
owners in order to get a feel for the type of home they’ll provide. Some of these questions include
Why does the person or family want a dog?

Who will be primarily responsible for the dog’s care?

Are there any children? If so, how old are they?

Does anyone in the household have allergies?

What is the potential owner’s attitude toward training and obedience?

How often is someone at home?

Will they have time to walk and play with the dog?

It's not unreasonable for a breeder to make a house call after the puppy has had time to settle in with
its new family. Most reputable breeders require buyers to sign a contract indicating specific conditions
of care as well as providing warranties of the seller. Important qualities to look for in potential puppy
owners are interest and inquisitiveness about you and the dogs. A person truly committed to
responsible dog ownership will want to learn about the breed and how to care for it.

NooprwdhE

A responsible breeder is responsible for life. Now comes the best part of being a breeder. It's having
those owners call with news of puppy’s first tooth, first dog event, first win. But now can come the worst
part, too. It's the couple who are divorcing and neither can keep the dog; it's the distraught owner
calling from the vet with news of an unforeseen illness. Responsible breeders are there for all
situations — both good and bad. They know they were responsible for this puppy being born, so they
are responsible for it until the day it dies. They are willing to provide guidance and answer as many
guestions as they are asked. They are always concerned about their puppies. One breeder once said
the most satisfying phone call she received came 14 years after her first litter. The caller said one of
“her” dogs had died of old age. At the moment the breeder knew she was responsible for bringing
years of the same kind of love and joy she experienced from her dogs into someone else’s home.
Ultimately, isn’t that exactly why you want to breed your dog?
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Each newsletter features one of our members and tells his/her MS “story”. Interested in becoming our next
“Name and Face”? Email rtesle@comcast.net.

Laurese Katen,
Treasurer and
founding member of
the MVMSC

In 75 words or less, a short biography (about you, not your MS(s).
I was born in Maryland, on the eastern Shore, to wonderful parents. | was an only child and grew up
with dogs... a St. Bernard and collie in my younger years and later | had an airedale, a smooth fox
terrier, and a chow. | was very athletic in high school and college, particularly tennis. My interest grew
into books, music, and writing, and at the University of Maryland | specialized in advertising and this
made my career in radio. | won’t bore you with early details of marriage, a divorce and one child. Then

I met and married Frank, who many of you knew. He was well liked in the dog show world. (He passed
away seven years ago.)

How and when did you become interested in MSs? Tell us the story about how you got your first

MS.
A gal from Ohio moved to Maryland and also was in advertising. She told me she had a miniature
schnauzer and since my chow had died | wanted something different. She said there was a dog show
at the D.C. Armory (National Capital K.C.) the following week so off we went. | met Marie Slatterly,
Gene Simmonds, Marguerite Jones and others. There was a nice entry that weekend to check out the
breed. | fell in love with them and in talking with Ms. Jones she said she had a nice 6 month old male
who could be shown. The following week | visited her home in Kensington, Maryland, and purchased

Minquas Magnet. | learned to groom and handled him to his championship — my first show dog — and |
am still doing it.

Names, ages, and colors of your current MS(s). Total number of MSs you've ever owned.

CH. Mai-Laur Red Oak Tuffy 13 years salt ‘n pepper
Mai-Laur Dot Com 8 years salt ‘n pepper
CH. Mai-Laur Power Chip 3 years salt ‘n pepper
CH. Mai-Laur Black E-NAM-L 3 years black

Mai-Laur Betlyn Says Watch Me 11 months salt ‘n pepper
From the time | got my first MS until now, | have owned about 40, and most of these were champions.

What sets your MS(s) apart from all others?
| am sure my MSs are like those of other good breeders — see them in the show ring and compare.




Favorite breed other than MS? May also include feline and equine friends.
It has to be the chow-chow. | really loved the one | had except for the hair shedding.

Tell us something we don’t know about you and your MS(s).
For 14 years | went to the dog shows in Bermuda. One year | took a bitch, Mai-Laur Obiana who got
her Bermuda championship. This was a lot of fun but | never showed again in Bermuda — just enjoyed

the shows and the sights. If you have never gone to Bermuda in November to the dog shows, |
recommend it.

Editor’'s Note: Not many people know that Laurese is a founding member of the MVMSC and has been
actively involved in the breed for over 50 years!

The BIG dog show of the year is rapidly approaching — the Montgomery County Kennel Club show
takes place the first week of October in Montgomery County, PA. Below are two catalogue covers,
one from the 1% Montgomery County show in 1929, and the second from the 1958 show. Incidentally,
the Best of Breed winner from the first show was a dog from the open class,’ Giron von
Feldscholesschen’, bred by Franz Meixner.

U1 - Slonnieh SA0uL

Cover of the catalogue from the FIRST Catalogue cover from 1958. Laurese Katen's
Montgomery County show in 1929. Note the  CH. Mai-Laur Devilish Duke competed in this

price was fifty cents. (The 2006 catalogue was Show. Note the price increased to $1.
$10.)
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Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club
Howard County Fairgrounds, West Friendship, MD
April 15, 2007

A short business meeting followed the puppy conformation competition. The meeting was called to order at
2:50 pm by President, Rich Edwards. Meeting dates and places for the upcoming months were presented.
The May meeting date is TBD. We are trying to secure the Greenbriar Pet Resort in Urbana as a meeting
location but this is not final. Due to several weekends with show conflicts, the June picnic will be held on July
1st at the Howard County Fairgrounds. Those attending will be asked to bring a dish. Information on picnic to
follow.

There were no secretary or treasurer reports due to cold temperatures in the building.

By-laws: we have received feedback from the AKC on our proposed amendments to the clubs by-laws.
Several suggestions have been made. The board will discuss the suggestions at the next board meeting and
present to the club at the next club meeting.

Membership procedure: BJ Arczynski is leading the effort to update our membership requirements and
application process. Suggestions will be presented to the club once a draft has been developed. There were
many people at the puppy match today that took membership applications.

Raffle: the club is selling raffle tickets for a gold chain and schnauzer pendant. Members should take some to
sell. See Sharon Edwards to get your tickets. The price is $5.00 per ticket or 5 for $20.00.

Meeting was adjourned at 3:05 pm.

Respectively submitted,
Cindy Sanders - Secretary

%

A puppy conformation match was held in conjunction with the April Club meeting. Rosettes were awarded to
the winners by Judge Laurese Katen. Commentary regarding the breed standard and explanation of what
judges look for in conformation shows was also provided in an effort to educate our non-show members on the
specifics of conformation shows. A nice entry produced some fine winners as pictured on the following page.
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Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club
Greenbriar Pet Resort, Frederick, MD
June 3, 2007

President’s Call to Order and Welcome
Following a tour of the Greenbriar Pet Resort, the May Meeting was called to order at 1:25 pm by President
Rich Edwards. He welcomed the 16 members present, including new members Anna and Ed Lenz.

Secretary’s Report
Due to the absence of Secretary Cindy Sanders, Magee Whelan presented the Secretary’s Report including
the reading and approval of the April Club meeting minutes.

Treasurer’'s Report
Laurese Katen presented the Treasurer’'s Report and account balance ($4,624.18).

-12 -




Membership Report

Laurese Katen reported six new members (five regular members and one associate member) were admitted at
the May 20, 2007 Board of Directors meeting. Four new full members have subsequently been proposed, and
with a quorum of the Board present, they were unanimously admitted.

There was discussion and agreement that from now on, the Secretary should be responsible for sending a
written notice of welcome to new members upon their admission to the MVMSC.

Unfinished Business:

Annual Picnic and June Meeting (July 1%) to be at the Howard County Fairgrounds.

Donna Parzow, Sue Faber and Cindy Sanders are coordinating event! Program will feature a Rally and
Obedience demonstration. MVMSC funds chicken, food sign-up sheet was passed around at meeting.

Annual Specialty Show and Luncheon/Meeting to be Saturday, October 13" at the Howard County
Fairgrounds. Chris Frank and Connie Hannigan-Franck will organize the luncheon; Debi Durst will serve as
trophy chairman; Donna Parzow will lead the awards program. Laurese Katen is planning a raffle to help offset
Club expenses for the Specialty: a gold Schnauzer pendant and necklace has been anonymously donated;
also, jewelry by David Cohen of Pampered Paws will be featured. Sharon Edwards will provide raffle tickets;
checks to be sent to Laurese Katen.

New business:
AKC feedback on By-laws: NOTICE. The AKC requires signed approval from Club members in order to use e-
mail as the preferred method to notify members of club meetings, newsletters, dues, etc.

There was discussion of the efficacy of email, particularly for new members and for key events. It was agreed
that the Secretary will send a letter for member signature to opt-out of email notices and that flyers for key
events where RSVP required will be mailed at least two weeks in advance.

Delegate to the AMSC: Anne Hughes’ recent surgery has caused her to resign as the MVMSC Delegate to the
AMSC (we wish her a speedy recovery). President Rich Edwards will serve as Acting Delegate until the next
election, held at the October 13" Specialty Show Meeting. The question was raised regarding the Delegate’s
individual AMSC membership.

Club Sweatshirts: Magee Whelan to help with coordination of custom shirts.

Next Meeting
Location: Howard County Fairgrounds, Sunday, July 1%, in conjunction with annual picnic.

Greenbriar Pet Resort will be considered as a site for upcoming meetings.

Adjournment
President Edwards adjourned the meeting at 1:58 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Sanders — Secretary

Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club
Howard County Fairgrounds, West Friendship, MD
July 1, 2007

No formal meeting was held, as this time was for celebrating the 4th of July, enjoying the wonderful food at the
picnic, and rooting for entries in the Obedience demonstration and competition. (See photos next page.)
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Because we held it a few weeks later than had been the case in years past, our annual picnic
became a 4™ of July celebration. The picnic featured great food, a silent auction that generated over
$200 for the Club, and an Obedience/Rally demo by members Donna Parzow and Sue Faber. Below

are some of the highlights.......
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This is a new feature starting with this issue of Beard ‘n Brows. It features all the latest in toys, travel
gear, gift items, etc. for the genuinely pampered pooch.
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It's that time of year when the dog days of summer can blow up thunderstorms, and for some dogs, this mean panic. Now
help is on the way. Many dogs are fearful of thunderstorms, but owners can help their dogs overcome this fear, according
to Kansas State University’s College of Veterinary Medicine. “It's thought that the predominant aspect of the dog’s fear is
the sound of the thunder itself, but I'm researching other factors, including meteorological variables such as barometric
pressure and static electricity,” says Dr. Karl Wallentine, a veterinarian and graduate student in the animal sciences
department. “My dog can tell the difference between a near-by artillery and a thunderstorm, so that makes me think there
is something more going on in the thunderstorms that our pets pick up on and become afraid of.”

In his research, Wallentine says other noises may be factors in a pet’s fear of thunderstorms, such as hail, hard rain, and
high winds. But when those meteorological events occur, it is important for the dog’s owners to take it in stride. In other
words, if your dog hides in the closet during the storm, don'’t join her as it will only reinforce the behavior, making it more
pronounced the next time the thunderclap rumbles.

Wallentine recommends using behavior modification to cure the pet of his fears. The first part is desensitization, which is
exposing the pet to the fear-evoking stimulus,” he says. “In the case of thunderstorms, we expose the dog to a tape with

the sound of a thunderstorm on it. Start the sound at a low level where the dog doesn’t even know it's there. If the dog is
relaxed, reward him for being relaxed and not fearful during the tapes.”

He adds that the more you expose the fearful dogs the more relaxed they should become during an actual thunderstorm.
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photo by Rich Edwards

Beard ‘n Brows

Newsletter of the Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club
21301 Golf Estates Drive

Laytonsville, Maryland 20882

Save the Date -
Next MVMSC club meeting — September 16 at Greenlitet Resort
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