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Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club, serving Maryland, Virginia and Washington, DC since 1956      Spring, 2007 
 

“Celebrating the spirit of the Miniature Schnauzer” 
 
 

 
The Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club is 

affiliated with 
The American Miniature Schnauzer Club & 

The American Kennel Club. 
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Vice President               Judy Arnoff 
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       Treasurer:               Laurese Katen 
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B.J. Arczynski 
Susan Faber 

Donna Parzow 
AMSC Representative:   Ann Hughes 

 
Committee Chairpersons 

Specialty Show:       Laurese Katen 
              Rescue:       Linda Seemann 
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For Newsletter contributions, contact: 
Sharon Edwards at rtesle@comcast.net 
or phone (301) 947-8811.  
 
Web site:  minischnauzer.org 
Web Master:  Michael “Doc” Clay  

 
Featured in this Issue: 

·  Spotlight on Obedience, an AKC sanctioned event that is popular with our members 
·  Photo Op - pictures of the December holiday party    
·  Names and Faces – Cindy Sanders 
·  Pet Health – Focus on Juvenile Renal Dysplasia (JRD)   
·  Plus – All the regular features   

 
 

Happy Spring!  
Does my Easter 
dress make me 

look fat? 
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MVMSC Friends, 
 
      Although it’s already spring, the new year for MVMSC is just beginning.  Despite the lack of Club 
meetings over the last couple of months, the Board has been busy planning and organizing for the 
new year.  We hope that it is filled with both new and exciting events as well as the continuance of 
our regular events.     
 
Our April meeting will signal the first of new events.  It will be held April 15 at the Howard County 
Fairgrounds.  We have reserved a building and will have a puppy match (conformation).  There will be 
prizes for the winners and it will be a good opportunity for members who are not familiar with 
conformation shows to learn something new.  Puppies from 3 months up to a year old can be entered 
with a nominal entrance fee going to defray expenses of the prizes.  (See more information in 
Program and Events Calendar section.) 
 
We are already planning for our Specialty in October.  A 14k gold pendant and chain has been 
anonymously donated to the Club.  It will be raffled, with the winning number drawn at the Specialty 
luncheon October 13.  Proceeds from the raffle will go to the Club.  Raffle tickets have already been 
printed and are available for members to sell.  (Picture of the pendant is in the Program and Events 
Calendar section.)   
 
We are happy to have three new members since the first of the year.  Please extend a warm 
welcome to these “schnauzer comrades”. 
 
Our website continues to improve.  It has been updated with the 2007 member roster as well as the 
revised Constitution and By-Laws.  Ann Hughes has also updated the Breeder Referral List and it is 
now posted on the web. 
  
This year will be a very exciting year as a member of MVMSC as we continue to focus on our goals: 
Promote the spirit of the miniature schnauzer by 

·  Becoming more active in education involving topics of interest to miniature schnauzer owners, 
including health issues, 

·  Promoting AKC-sponsored events in a sportsmanship manner, 
·  Increasing membership, 
·  Continuing the great legacy of the past. 

 
See you at the April meeting,  
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Kathleen Allen – Reston, VA  
Kylie Cuthbertson – Alexandria, VA 
Janice Lofland – Crozier, VA 
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Conformation  

·  CH. Blythewood Going Places, bred by Joan Huber and Geary Knowles and owned by Rudi and Cici 
Day and Shawne Imler 

·  CH. Ernhart’s Sir Erebus Godphree, bred by Shawne Imler and owned by Sherry and Norman Moreau 
·  CH. Ernhart’s Tree Top Flyer, bred by Shawne Imler and owned by Karen McKinney 
·  CH. Mystique’s All That Jazz, bred by Terrie Houck, Cathy Pendleton and Cathi Rohrer, owned by 

Cathi Rohrer and Sharon Edwards  
·  CH. Sarius Frosted Midnight Rosebud (Sarius Candy Man x Blythewood Hope O’ Sarius) completed 

her championship going Best of Winners for a three point major under Judge Peter Green at the Kennel 
Club of Philadelphia National Dog Show in Harrisburg, PA on November 19, 2006. Rosebud's dam, 
CH. Blythewood Hope O’ Sarius recently completed her championship with three majors in June, 2006.  
 

 
 

Mystique’s All That Jazz “Roxxie” finished her championship at the Chicago Miniature Schnauzer Club Specialty held in 
conjunction with the International Kennel Club of Chicago, February 24 with a Breed win from the classes.  Pictured are 

Judge Michele Billings, handler Terrie Houck, and Dale Miller, from the Chicago MS Club. 
       
 
 



 
Obedience  

·  Happy Ours He’s My Hero (Hero), owned by Susan Landis, received his Companion Dog Excellent 
(CDX) title at the Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club’s show on November 10, 2006.  With scores of 
190.5, 192.5 and 195 for the required three legs, Hero received three 2nd place finishes. 

 

 
Happy Ours He’s My Hero – new CDX titleholder 

 
Canine Good Citizen/Rally  

·  Cindy Sanders’ “Leo” was awarded his Canine Good Citizen (CGC) title in March. Leo also completed 
the first leg of Rally Novice, receiving 98 of 100 points and First Place, on March 12. 

     
** Please send New Champion information to rtesle@comcast.net for inclusion in the next newsletter** 

Congratulations on these Noteworthy Achievements! 

Don’t forget our Trophy Fund for our Specialty in October.  We currently have donations totaling $395 
and we need everyone’s help to make this year’s Specialty a success.  Mail your check to Laurese 

Katen with a notation “trophy fund”. 
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Topic this issue:  Juvenile Renal Dysplasia (JRD)  
       Excerpt from Purina Pro Club newsletter, January, 2007 



 
 
Having two new litters of miniature schnauzer puppies whelped one week apart was like hitting the jackpot for 
breeder Patty Ledgerwood of Pasco, Washington. “They were all beautiful puppies.” She recalls.  I was living 
this wonderful dream for six months, then the first puppy died.” 
 
“Cubby” initially seemed difficult to housetrain.  He had accidents in his crate, wanted to be let out much earlier 
in the morning than the other pups, and urinated large amounts compared to the others.  Over time, Cubby 
didn’t improve.  He urinated in the house and he looked thinner than the other puppies and his breath 
developed an odd metallic smell. 
 
By 6 months of age, Cubby’s condition worsened.  Ledgerwood knew it must be more than a housetraining 
issue.  “The vet ran blood work, and Cubby’s BUN and creatinine were off the chart.” she says.  Both BUN 
(blood urea nitrogen) and creatinine are toxic wastes that are filtered out of the blood by normally functioning 
kidneys.   Ledgerwood was devastated.  “Cubby was the prettiest dog I’d ever bred,” she says.  Knowing that 
his prognosis was grim, she brought the puppy home for a final night before he was euthanized the next 
morning.  Necropsy results confirmed that Cubby had juvenile renal dysplasia (JRD), a disorder that affects the 
normal development of the kidney, causing impaired kidney function. 
 
Before Ledgerwood had a clue how serious the problem was, one of the bitches had already been rebred.  
Sadly, all the dogs in the three litters have been diagnosed with JDR through biopsy or ultrasound.  Five dogs 
have died, and two are symptomatic.  The rest live normal lives albeit with abnormal kidneys. 
 
Discovering the Gene Mutation  
The good news is that a Canadian researcher has discovered the gene mutation responsible for JRD.  
Additionally, the discovery has led to the development of a genetic test allowing breeders to determine which 
dogs carry the gene for JRD.  Depending on the severity of the condition, dogs with JRD could live normal lives 
or the kidney deformity could result in death.  In JRD, a portion of the glomeruli, the capillaries in the kidneys 
that filter blood, fail to properly mature after birth.  Even animals with up to 40% fetal glomeruli can have 
normal renal function.  Although the hallmark of JRD is the presence of fetal glomeruli, the disease is more 
complex. 
 
“Other pathology is also noted in clinical cases,” says Mary Whiteley, founder of Dogenes Inc. in Peterborough, 
Ontario, and the scientist who identified the JRD genetic mutation and developed the genetic test.  “Again, this 
speaks to the wide variety of clinical manifestations and the complex nature of the disease, which has been 
poorly understood for years.  Animals with a positive biopsy may be able to concentrate urine normally and live 
a normal life expectancy.  Others are not so fortunate.” 
 
JRD is most commonly seen in Lhasa Apsos and Shih Tzus, but it is found in other breeds, including the 
miniature schnauzer.  “I’ve even seen pathology reports confirming JRD that say ‘unaware of JRD in the 
miniature schnauzer’ right on them.” 
 
After research, Whiteley identified the gene mutation for JRD.  “It could have taken more than 10 years,” she 
says.  “I feel very lucky that it didn’t.”  She started by looking at candidate genes, which are genes identified in 
other species that could correlate to the disease in dogs.  The fifth gene she studied contained the JRD 
mutation.  This identification has led to the development of a genetic test for several breeds including the 
miniature schnauzer, and a test will be available for several other breeds in the near future.  
 
Confirming the JRD Diagnosis  
Confirmation of JRD is accomplished through biopsy, although at least 100 glomeruli must be sampled to 
provide an accurate reading.  The new genetic test will not provide information about the severity of the 
disease, but can determine if an animal has a predisposition to JRD.   
 
Because the kidneys of affected dogs fail to develop properly, there is no cure.  The signs of JRD may improve 
with fluids and appropriate diet, but there is not treatment.  At the same time, there are many dogs that have  
 



 
 
 
the genetic mutation, but never show signs of the disease.  It is not known why the gene mutation causes 
severe disease in some and mild or no indication of disease in others. 
 
Ledgerwood’s experience and crusade against JRD led to her becoming head of the American Miniature 
Schnauzer Club’s (AMSC) Urinary Committee.  She and her husband, Mack, personally donated funds to 
Whiteley’s research.  Later the AMSC joined the fight and contributed to the research which eventually resulted 
in the genetic test. “Miniature Schnauzer owners spent a lot of time putting together very good pedigrees and 
biopsy data with the DNA samples,” Whiteley says. 
 
Reducing the Incidence of JRD 
The mode of inheritance of JRD is dominant with low penetrance, which means the mutation can be inherited 
from one carrier parent and not all dogs that have the mutation manifest clinical sings of the disease.  
However, all dogs that have the mutation can pass it on to their offspring. On average, a dog with the mutation 
will pass it on to about half of his/her puppies, but only about 5% of dogs with the mutation will be clinically 
affected with the disease.  “Dogs may have the mutation and be normal,” explains Whiteley.  “However, when 
the disease strikes, it’s awful.”   
 
From a genetic standpoint, dominant genes are usually easy to breed against because the presence of the 
genotype is clear before the dog reaches breeding age.  Because of the incomplete penetrance of JRD, which 
results in the low disease occurrence rate, breeders inevitably and unknowingly could use carriers in their 
breeding programs.   
 
Participation by breeders in a health registry is one way to increase awareness about dogs that carry the JRD 
gene mutation.  Whiteley maintains a health database through the Dogenes web site:  www.dogenes.com 
“It’s like a dating service for dogs.  It can help breeders work together to eliminate the problem.” 
 
Ledgerwood is now trying to breed against JRD using a bitch from completely different bloodlines.  When 
choosing breeding pairs, she strives for good health before looks.  “If they aren’t healthy, they won’t live very 
long to be pretty,” she says.  She also relies on the honesty of other breeders.  So far, she hasn’t encountered 
JRD again. 
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Goes to ………… Patty and Mack Ledgerwood, of Pasco, Washington  
 
Each issue, Beard ‘n Brows features outstanding contributions, acts of kindness, etc. and awards the “Paws-
up” award.  This issue’s winners are Patty and Mack Ledgerwood for their contribution to the research and 
development of a genetic test to determine predisposition to Juvenile Renal Dysplasia (JRD).  (See health 
article above)  Both Patty and Mack are long time active members of the AMSC.   
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������� ���Sunday, April 15 at 1:00 pm at the Howard County Fairgrounds (inside one 
of the small buildings).  We will have a puppy fun match for conformation.  Remember to enter your 
puppy (less than a year old) in the match – he/she doesn’t have to be a show dog to enter.  Our judge 
will be explaining what she’s looking for each step of the way. So it will be a good opportunity for all of  



 
 
you not involved in conformation shows to learn (and those of you who are involved in conformation 
shows may learn a thing or two, too).  The $3 entry fee will go to our Club and you can pay at the 
show.   
 
There are prizes for the winning puppies in each age group (3-6 months, 6-9 months, and 9-12 
months) and special prizes for the Best Puppy and Best Puppy Opposite Sex.  Everyone should 
bring a pot luck dish to share as we watch the show .  See you there for some fun! 
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������ We will raffle a stunning 14k gold miniature schnauzer pendant 
and matching 14k chain at the October 13 Specialty.  Tickets are being printed and will be 
available at the April meeting.  This pendant has been valued at $700 by a jeweler and could be 
yours!  Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20.  Show this picture (below) to all your schnauzer friends 
and we’ll be sure to sell many tickets.  The winner does not have to be present to win.   
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������ TBD; looking into Greenbriar Pet Resort in Urbana, MD. 

�  �	������
������ Our June meeting will be July 1 at the Howard County Fairgrounds.  We will 
have an obedience or rally demonstration and celebrate the 4th early.  Everyone bring a pot 
luck dish to share.  
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What is Obedience? 
Obedience training accomplishes several goals: 

·  Helps correct nuisance behaviors such as jumping on people, digging, barking, and chewing, while 
providing mental and physical stimulation for your dog. 

·  Deepens the bond between you and your dog, and increases the enjoyment, companionship and 
satisfaction of your relationship with your dog. 

·  Ensures your dog’s safety and happiness. 
·  Nurtures good canine companionship for the benefit of your family, neighborhood and community. 
·  Allows you to enjoy the fun and excitement of competing in AKC obedience trials, among other 

activities.  You and your dog can earn certificates and titles while you continue to strengthen your 
communications and teamwork. 

 
 



 
 
 
Why Train your dog? 
Dogs, by nature, are pack animals with a well-defined social order.  As you and your family become your dog’s 
pack, your new dog will look to you – the leader of the pack – for guidance.  Leadership can be established in a 
firm but friendly manner.  Keep in mind that it is unrealistic to expect the dog to abide by the rules of the 
household without the leader teaching appropriate behavior. 
 
Much like people, every dog is different.  Some are hyperactive.  Some are laid-back.  Some are serious. 
Others are silly.  Some are shy, and yet others have too much confidence.  Regardless of these differences, 
training is necessary for all dogs and beneficial to your entire family.. 
 
Types of Training Classes 

·  Puppy class – A Developmental training course for the 3-5 month-old puppy.  A puppy class 
emphasizes socialization with people and other puppies.  Instructors usually offer information on 
growth, nutrition, grooming, housebreaking and problem-solving and teach basic household 
commands. 

 
·  Basic class – A basic training source for dogs 5-6 months and older, aimed at training you to train your 

dog.  The basic class emphasizes the essential training commands needed to make a dog a good 
companion:  heel on a loose leash, sit, stand, down, stay in position, and come when called.  
Instructors also usually provide information on nutrition and problem-solving.  This basic training is 
important in keeping your dog safe.   

 
·  Canine Good Citizen Class – (see article in our last newsletter). This may be a separate class or a part 

of a beginner class at AKC clubs and other organizations.  This certification is designed to reward dogs 
that have good manners at home and in the community. 

 
 
Purpose of AKC Obedience Trials 
Consider taking obedience training with your dog to a whole new level.  Enter the world of AKC  
obedience and help your dog realize its full potential by competing in obedience trials and earning competition 
titles.  AKC obedience trials demonstrate the usefulness of the purebred dog as a companion to man.  
Obedience trails showcase dogs that have been trained and conditioned to behave well in the home, in public 
places, and in the presence of other dogs. AKC trials and tests allow exhibitors and their dogs to enjoy 
companionship and competition as they proudly earn AKC titles.  
 
Types of Obedience Trials 

·  All-breed trials – the most common type of trials, offer competitions for more than 150 breeds and 
varieties of dogs recognized by the AKC. 

·  Specialty trials – are restricted to dogs of a specific breed or varieties of that breed. 
 
Am I Eligible? 
To be eligible to compete in AKC Rally trials, a dog must be: 

·  Registered with the AKC or listed with the AKC Indefinite Listing Privilege (ILP) program, or a 
Foundation Stock Service (FSS) recorded breed that meets the eligibility requirements for competition. 

·  Six months of age or older 
 
The Indefinite Listing Privilege 
Dogs of any breed recognized by the AKC that do not have registration papers or known parents may qualify 
for an ILP.  ILP dogs may participate in certain AKC events, such as obedience, agility, tracking, rally and 
many performance events.  Photos are required to prove the dog is a registerable breed and the dog must be 
spayed or neutered.   
 
 



 
 
 
How an Obedience Trial Works 
An obedience club wishing to hold an obedience trial must first meet all AKC requirements before applying for 
permission from the AKC.  The next step is for the obedience club to appoint an obedience trial committee that 
will have sole jurisdiction over the dogs and handlers entered in the event. 
 
To enter an obedience trial, the owner of the dog must submit an official AKC entry form, which can be found 
on the AKC website, to the trial secretary or superintendent of the trial. Upon entering, the owner will be mailed 
a premium list, which is the official announcement of the event.  The premium list contains all relevant 
information regarding the trial, including date, location, classes offered, and judges. 
 
Role of the Judge 
The judge must arrive at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the class.  Judges are not permitted to inject 
personal variations into the exercises, but must see that each handler and dog executes the various exercises 
exactly as described in the AKC Obedience Regulations.  The judge must carry a mental picture of the 
theoretically perfect performance in each exercise and score each dog and handler against this standard. 
 
A qualifying score in the judge’s book is his or her certification that the dog has satisfactorily performed all the 
required exercises.  The judge will not disclose the scores until the conclusion of the  
judging, but will immediately inform a handler after the group exercises if his or her dog received a qualifying 
score.   
 
At the end of the judging and after all scores have been recorded, the judge will call qualifying dogs back into 
the rind and will announce the scores of each of the four placements. 
 
Levels of Competition 
There are three levels of competition in Obedience – 
 
Novice – for the dog just getting started in obedience.  Exercises include: 

·  Heel on leash and figure eight – show whether the dog has learned to watch the handler and adjust its 
pace to stay with the handler. 

·  Heel free – done off leash. 
·  Stand for examination – is of great benefit when the dog needs hands-on care by a veterinarian. 
·  Recall – provides the handler with the ability to call the dog and get an immediate response at all times. 
·  Long sit (1 minute) – allows the handler to have control of the dog when visitors come to the home. 
·  Long down (3 minutes) – dog must remain in a down position. 

 
Open – The second level includes more complicated exercises, which teach the dog to do a variety of tasks 
and to follow commands either by voice or signal.  Exercises include: 

·  Heel free and figure eight – same as novice but off leash. 
·  Drop on recall – can be a lifesaving command for a dog, since it gives the handler control in potentially 

dangerous situations. 
·  Retrieve on flat 
·  Retrieve over high jump 
·  Broad jump 
·  Long sit (3 minutes) – similar to the long sit in novice, but the position must be held for a longer period 

of time with the handler out of the dog’s sight. 
·  Long down (5 minutes) – dog must remain in a down position. 

 
Utility – The third and highest level of obedience competition.  Exercises include: 

·  Signal exercise – shows the dog’s ability to understand and correctly respond to the handler’s signal to 
stand, stay, down, sit, and come.  No voice commands are given; only hand signals are allowed.   

·  Scent discrimination – shows the dog’s ability to find handler’s scent among a pile of articles. 
 



 
 
·  Directed retrieve – proves the dog’s ability to follow a directional signal to retrieve a glove and promptly 

return it to the handler. 
·  Moving stand and examination – the dog must heel, stand and stay as the handler moves away.  The 

dog must stay and accept an examination by the judge and return to the handler on command. 
·  Directed jumping – the dog must go away from the handler, turn and sit.  Then, the dog must clear 

whichever jump its handler indicates and promptly return to the handler. 
 
Qualifying Performance 
A qualifying score indicates that the dog has performed all the required exercises according to AKC regulations 
and justifies the awarding of the obedience title associated with the particular class. 
 
Qualifying Score 
A dog receives a qualifying score when it earns more than 50 percent of the points for each exercise, with a 
total of at least 170 points.  A perfect score in any class is 200 
 
Awards 
The following colors must be used for prize ribbons: 
First prize – blue 
Second prize – red 
Third prize – yellow 
Fourth prize – white 
Highest scoring dog in the regular classes – blue and gold 
Highest combined score in Open B and Utility – blue and green 
 
All dogs that have received a qualifying score in their class receive a dark green ribbon to indicate that they 
have earned a “leg” or qualifying score toward their title. 
 
Obedience Titles 
AKC titles can only be earned at AKC-licensed  or member club trials.  The novice title must be earned before 
the open title, and the open title must be earned before the exhibitor can enter the utility class. 

·  Companion Dog (CD) – this title is awarded when the dog has been certified by three different judges 
as receiving qualifying scores in Novice classes at three licensed or member obedience trials. 

·  Companion Dog Excellent (CDX) – this title is awarded after the dog has been certified by three 
different judges as receiving qualifying scores in Open classes at three licensed trials. 

·  Utility Dog (UD) – this title is awarded after the dog has been certified by three different judges as 
receiving qualifying scores in utility classes at three licensed trials. 

·  Utility Dog Excellent (UDX) – Dogs with UD titles must earn qualifying scores in both Open B and Utility 
B at 10 trials. 

·  Obedience Trial Champion (OTCH) – Dogs must win 100 points and a first-place in Utility B and Open 
B, plus a third first-place win in either class under three different judges. 

·  National Obedience Champion (NOC) – This prestigious title is awarded by the AKC annually to the 
dog that wins the AKC National Obedience Invitational, a by-invitation-only trial.  To be invited, a dog 
must be ranked in the top 25 dogs in the country by number of OTCH points or ranked in the top three 
of their respective breed by OTCH points.    

 
Information About Obedience Trials 
The AKC offers a wide variety of resources to assist everyone.  Contact the AKC at 919-233-9767 or email 
OrderDesk@akc.org to inquire about additional resources.  Our club has several members who are actively 
involved in Obedience (and many title-holders!) and are more than willing to educate other members or help 
them get started in this great sport. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Many of you heard our rescue chairperson, Linda Seemann, update us on schnauzer rescue efforts 
at our March meeting.  Please note that your contributions to Schnauzer Rescue of the Mid-Atlantic 

are greatly appreciated and help more schnauzers find loving, permanent homes. 
 

Send your donations to: 
Schnauzer Rescue of the Mid-Atlantic 

P.O. Box 5034 
Laurel, MD 20725-5034 

 
Or phone (301)776-7370 

For additional details 
 

All donations are tax deductible   
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Each newsletter features one of our members and tells his/her MS “story”.   Interested in becoming 
our next “Name and Face”?  Email rtesle@comcast.net.  Members are selected at random if there are 
no volunteers. 
   

�
 

Cindy Sanders, 
MVSC Secretary, 

with Chloe 
(foreground) and 
new CGC Leo. 



 
In 75 words or less, a short biography (about you, not your MS(s).  

I’m a military brat.  I was born in Germany but lived most of my youth in Virginia.  I was active 
in sports, mainly basketball and softball.  I had a collie growing up. She was my playmate and 
companion.   I earned my BS in education from Longwood College in Virginia in 1979 and  
began a teaching career in Fairfax County the same year.  I’ve been teaching in Fairfax for 27 
years.   

 
How and when did you become interested in MSs?  Tell us the story about how you got your first 
MS. 

My supervising teacher, while I was student teaching, had a miniature schnauzer named 
Brunie.  She was a really neat dog and I wanted one like her.  When I graduated and got my 
own apartment, I started looking for a mini of my own.  I was a poor college grad and didn’t 
have much money.  I found a breeder willing to let me pay $25 a month until I paid for my 
puppy.  Gretchen came home with me that day. She was salt and pepper in color and had a 
very gentle spirit.  Throughout her life, she was my loyal companion.  She lived 15 years. 
 

Names, ages, and colors of your current MS(s).  Total number of MSs you’ve ever owned. 
Chloe  10 years salt ‘n pepper 
Leo   2 years black 
I’ve owned 4 schnauzers, Gretchen, Brutus, Chloe, & Leo. 

 
Is you MS(s) involved in any “extracurricular” activities – agility, rally, companion dog, etc?   

Leo is the first dog I’ve trained for competition.  He has been in classes since he was 4 months 
old.  We are current members of Dulles Gateway Obedience Training Club.  We have taken 
many classes, agility, rally, and various levels of obedience.  We have entered several practice 
matches over the past year and are entered in our first real competition this month.  We will 
compete in Rally at the novice level.  My goal is to title him in rally and obedience.  How many 
levels we achieve depends on our success over the next year.  He is taking his Canine Good 
Citizen (CGC) test tomorrow night. 

 
What sets your MS(s) apart from all others? 

I’m not sure Leo and Chloe are all that different from the other schnauzers I meet.  Chloe has a 
“talk to the paw” attitude at times.  She wants to be in charge and has a hard time accepting 
me as pack leader.  I found through her training that food is her passion. She’s a good big 
sister to Leo.  
 
Leo is a born follower.  He is very loving and obedient. He has a gentle spirit. He is happiest 
exploring his back yard and socializing romping with his canine friends in the neighborhood. 
He is definitely the prince of the house and he knows it. 
 

Favorite breed other than MS?  May also include feline and equine friends. 
I’ve always liked Golden Retrievers but don’t think I’ll own one.  I like the convenience of a 
small dog.   

 
Tell us something we don’t know about you and your MS(s). 

Well, if you sit and talk to me for very long, you’ll know everything about us.  I tend to talk 
about them a lot.  I try to exercise their bodies and brains every day.  We go on walks around 
the lake near our house, play games that involve attention and following commands every 
morning. Chloe loves to be blow-dried with a hairdryer and Leo loves to steal my socks. 
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Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club 
Rich and Sharon Edwards’ home, Laytonsville, MD 
December 17, 2006 
 
A short meeting was held after the luncheon and the gift exchange. It was called to order at 4:05 by President Rich 
Edwards.  There were 24 members present. Cindy Sanders presented the secretary’s report including approval of the 
November club meeting minutes.  Laurese Katen presented the treasurers report and account balance.  She stated we 
now have 50 members.  New member applicants, Naomi Maxfield & Aileen Hecht, were presented and approved by 
member vote. Our account balance is $4,073.07. 
 
Old business: 
Laurese discussed needs for 2007 specialty show in October that will be on Saturday the 13th including chairman for 
trophies and luncheon.  Chris and Connie Franck volunteered to organize the luncheon.  Debi Durst will serve as trophy 
chairman.  Donna Parzow will lead the awards program.  Laurese plans on holding a raffle to fund club expenses for the 
 
Specialty.   If you want a subscription to Schnauzer Shorts make check for $32 payable to MVMSC and send to Laurese.  
The club gets $2.00 for each subscription order. 
 
New business: 
There will be no club meetings in January or February 2007.  Locations for club meetings for this spring were discussed 
by members.  Nancy Smith volunteered to host the March club meeting at her house.  The April meeting will be held at the 
Howard County Fairgrounds.  We discussed looking into using Howard County Fairgrounds as repetitive meeting location.  
The fee to use the site would be $100 for two meeting dates.  Magee Whelan volunteered to look into meeting locations in 
the Alexandria, Virginia area. Several other members volunteered to search for potential host sites for upcoming 
meetings. 
 
 Meeting adjourned at 4:23. 
 
Respectively submitted by 
Cindy Sanders - Secretary 
 
 
 

Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club 
Nancy Smith’s home, Alexandria, VA 
March 18, 2007 
 
14 members-2 guests-and numerous schnauzers present 
 
Called to order at 1:50 pm by President, Rich Edwards.  He highlighted the topics of discussion that have taken place at 
the past two board meetings and progress of pending club goals. 

1) Ann Hughes completed the club’s breeder referral list and it is ready to be posted on the website. 
2) The amended Constitution & By-laws approved at the November 2006 meeting have been sent to AKC. 
3) Our tax return questions were answered.  Since our assets are less than $25,000 and we are a non-profit 

organization, we don’t have to file a return. 
 

Due to the presence of several new members, Rich asked all present to introduce themselves and explain their schnauzer 
connection. 
 
Secretary report: Read minutes from the December club meeting. Cindy Sanders asked everyone to sign in and to pick up 
an updated roster.  She now has email addresses from all members that have email.  She only sends two meeting notices 
via US mail now.  She asked that any changes to contact information be sent to her as she is continuously updating the 
data base. 
 



 
 
 
Treasurer report:  Laurese Katen reported that we have 62 members and a balance of $4324.21.  Laurese suggested 
selling club logo medallions and sweatshirts/t-shirts with club emblem to increase funds.  The medallions are $10.00 and 
were passed around to new club members.  Ann Hughes was asked to look into options for ordering shirts to sell to club 
members and at our specialty show in October.  Laurese has also received approval for our October Specialty Show from 
the AKC. 
 
Old Business 
There was a discussion about this year’s future meetings and potential sites.  The April 2007 meeting will be at Howard 
County Fairgrounds on Sunday April 15th.  The program will be a confirmation puppy match along with a pot luck meal.  
All club members’ puppies, between 3 and 12 months of age are eligible to participate; information to follow in April 
meeting notice.  Laurese Katen has agreed to judge the match.  The May meeting site is yet to be determined.  
Greenbriar Pet Resort in Urbana, Maryland has been proposed.  Our annual picnic will not be in June due to conflicts with 
show schedules.  The proposed date is July 1st.  BJ Arczynski proposed Howard County Fairgrounds again since we can 
bring dogs and have food.  She suggested another type of competition or demonstration such as Rally-O or Obedience.  
Rich Edwards will contact Karen Surma to check on availability at fairgrounds. 
 
New Business 

·  BJ Arczynski opened a discussion about updating our membership application and changing our by-laws to make 
membership eligibility more stringent.  The proposals include:  1) requiring an applicant to have 2 sponsors for full 
membership and 1 sponsor for an associate membership applicant, 2) when an new membership application is  
received requiring that it be printed in the next newsletter so all members can see and offer comments, 3) adding 
to the by-laws language that protects the club from legal challenges by applicants that have been denied 
membership if for example they have been deemed to be a mass production breeder (i.e. puppy mill).  Once we 
make decisions on changes in application we need to change our by-laws to support the new membership 
application process.  It was recommended we mirror the AMSC application process.  It was also suggested we 
require a new member to be an associate member for 3 years before attaining full membership status. 

 
·  An anonymous donor provided a gold schnauzer pendant with a gold chain for our annual raffle.  Raffle tickets will 

be sent to members to sell in April. 
 

·  Schnauzer Shorts (SS) prices have gone up.  It is now $40.  If you are interested make check payable to 
MVMSC.  $2.00 of each subscription is donated to the club by Dan Kiedrowski the editor/publisher of SS. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:55pm.  A presentation about Schnauzer Rescue of the Mid-Atlantic was delivered by club 
member, Linda Seemann. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Cindy Sanders – Secretary 
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Our December holiday party was held at Rich and Sharon Edwards’ home.  Although the calendar 
said it should be winter, the weatherman brought us wonderful short-sleeve weather.  After appetizers 
on the deck, Club members enjoyed a holiday lunch, a brief business meeting, a holiday gift 
exchange and a silent auction.  
 
 
 

 
Karen Surma (center) shows puppy pictures to Sue Faber,           Sue Faber, Karen Surma and Donna Parzow wonder-  
Donna Parzow and Rich Edwards.  Karen’s husband, Doc  ing what Santa might bring them.  
Clay (far left) watches.   
 
 
 
 

 
Jim Walden, Cindy Sanders, and Connie Hannigan-Franck              Club members enjoy lunch. 
enjoy the nice weather and conversation. 
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   And enjoy …..                   And enjoy! 
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Club member, B.J. Arczynski, shared this with the Board at the February meeting.  She includes this in her 
packet of information that she gives everyone who adopts a puppy from her.  Even as seasoned breeders, we 
all might learn something from a puppy’s viewpoint.  
 

I AM YOUR PUPPY 
 

I am your Puppy, and I will love you until the end of the Earth, but 
Please know a few things about me. 

 
I am a Puppy, this means that my intelligence and capacity for learning 

Are the same as an 8-month-old child.  I am a Puppy; I will chew 
Everything I can get my teeth on.  This is how I explore and learn about 
The world.  Even human children put things in their mouths.  It’s up to 

You to guide me to what is mine to chew and what is not. 
 

I am a Puppy; I cannot hold my bladder for longer than 1-2 hours.  I 
Cannot feel that I need to poop until it is actually beginning to come out. 

 I cannot vocalize nor tell you that I need to go, and I cannot 
Have “bladder and bowel control” until 6-9 months.  Do not punish me 

If you have not let me out for 3 hours and I tinkle.  It is your 
Fault.  As a Puppy, it is wise to remember that I need to go potty 

 after:  eating, sleeping, playing, drinking and around every 2-3 hours 



 
 
 

 in addition.  If you want me to sleep through the night, then do not 
 give me water after 7 or 8 pm.  A crate will help me learn to 

 housebreak easier, and will avoid you being mad at me.  I am a Puppy, 
accidents will happen, please be patient with me!  In time I will learn. 

 
I am a Puppy, I like to play.  I will run around, and chase imaginary 

Monsters, and chase your feet and your toes and ‘attack” you, and chase 
Fuzzballs, other pets, and small kids.  It is play; it’s what I do.  Do 

Not be mad at me or expect me to be sedate, mellow, and sleep all day. 
 

If my high energy level is too much for you, maybe you could consider an  
Older rescue from a shelter or rescue group.  My play is beneficial, use 
You wisdom to guide me in my play with appropriate toys, and activities 
Like chasing a rolling ball, or gentle tug games, or plenty of chew toys 

For me.  If I nip you too hard, talk to me in “dog talk”, by giving a 
Loud yelp.  I will usually get the message, as this is how dogs 

Communicate to one another.  If I get too rough, simply ignore me for 
A few moments, or put me in my crate with an appropriate chew toy. 
I am a Puppy; hopefully you would not yell, hit, strike, kick, or beat. 

Instead, please guide me with encouragement and wisdom.  For instance, 
If I am chewing something wrong, say, “No chew!” and hand me a toy I can 

Chew.  Better yet, pick up anything that you do not want me to get 
Into.  I can’t tell the difference between your old sock and your new 

Sock, or an old sneaker and your $200 nikes. 
 

I am a Puppy, and I am a creature with feelings and drives much like 
 your own, but also very different.  Although I am not a human in a  

Dog suit, neither am I an unfeeling robot who can instantly obey your 
Every whim.  I truly do want to please you, and be a part of you 

Family, and your life.  You got me (I hope) because you want a loving 
Partner and companion, so do not relegate me to the backyard when I get 
Bigger, do not judge me harshly but instead mold me with gentleness and 
Guidelines and training into the kind of family member you want me to be. 

 
I am a Puppy and I am not perfect, and I know you are not perfect 

Either.  I love you anyway.  So please, learn all you can about 
Training, and puppy behaviors and caring for me from your veterinarian, 

Books on dog care and even researching on the computer.  Learn about my 
Particular breed and it’s “characteristics”, it will give you 

Understanding and insight into why I do all the things I do.  Please 
Teach me with love, patience, the right way to behave and socialize me 
With training in a puppy class or obedience class, we will both have a  

Lot of fun together. 
 

I am a Puppy and I want more than anything to love you, to be with you, 
And to please you.  Won’t you please take time to understand how I 

Work?  We are the same you and I, in that we both feel hunger, pain, thirst, 
Discomfort, fear, but yet we are also very different and must 

Work to understand one another’s language, body signals, wants and 
Needs.  Some day I will be a handsome dog, hopefully one you can be 

Proud of and one that you will love as much as I love you 
 

Love, 
Your Puppy 

 
J. Ellis – Southern Shadows Rottweilers, copyright 2000  
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In Memoriam  
Our sympathy to MVMSC member, Pat Able, in the recent loss of her mother.



 
photo by Sharon Edwards  
 
 
  
 
 
Beard ‘n Brows 
Newsletter of the Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club 
21301 Golf Estates Drive 
Laytonsville, Maryland 20882 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Save the Date -   
Next MVMSC club meeting - April 15 at the Howard County Fairgrounds 
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