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Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club, serving Maryland, Virginia and Washington, DC since 1956      Fall, 2007 
 

“Celebrating the spirit of the Miniature Schnauzer” 
 

 
The Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club is 

affiliated with 
The American Miniature Schnauzer Club & 

The American Kennel Club. 
 

�����������������  
������������	
���
�����	��

 
        President:              Rich Edwards 
Vice President               Sue Faber 
        Secretary:             Connie Hannigan-Franck 
       Treasurer:              Laurese Katen 

 
Board of Directors: 

B.J. Arczynski 
Chris Franck 

Donna Parzow 
 

AMSC Delegate 
Shawne Imler 

 
Committee Chairperson 

Specialty Show:       Laurese Katen 
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For Newsletter contributions, contact: 
Sharon Edwards at rtesle@comcast.net 
or phone (301) 947-8811.  
 
Web site:  minischnauzer.org 
Web Master:  Michael “Doc” Clay 

 
2007 MVMSC Specialty Best of Breed Winner, Mystique’s All that Jazz (Roxxie) 

pictured with Judge Robert Moore, handler Terrie Houck, and MVMSC 
president, Rich Edwards.  

 
This fall’s issue of Beard ‘n Brows  highlights our MVMSC 
Specialty show October 13.  The event was a success due to the 
hard work and devotion of our members.  You did it again, gang!   

Featured in this Issue: 

·  Spotlight on the MVMSC Specialty  
·  Photo Op - pictures of the Specialty, highlights of Montgomery County show, the Sarius Pig 

Pick’n, and much more    
·  Names and Faces – our new club Vice President, Sue Faber 
·  Vet’s Corner – the dangers of ibuprofen 
·  Plus – All the regular features   
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MVMSC Friends, 
 
Congratulations, Club, on another successful Specialty show on Saturday, October 13.  Our show drew 
over 30 entries and Best of Breed, Best of Opposites, Winners Dog/Best of Winners and Winners Bitch 
titles were all awarded to dogs owned by MVMSC members.   Thanks to everyone who worked on the 
arrangements, including Laurese Katen, our show chair, Debi Durst, who headed our trophy selections,  
Chris Franck and Connie Hannigan-Franck, who coordinated the luncheon, and those of you who  
contributed to our trophy fund.  I’m pleased that so many of our members attended the event.  Several of 
our “visiting” exhibitors commented on the friendliness of the club members as well as the great food at 
the luncheon.  Our pendant raffle was a huge success, and we thank everyone who bought tickets. 
 
Congratulations also to our new officers and Board for 2008 – 
Rich Edwards – President 
Sue Faber – Vice President 
Connie Hannigan-Franck – Secretary 
Laurese Katen – Treasurer 
Delegate to the AMSC – Shawne Imler 
Board of Directors – BJ Arczynski, Chris Franck, and Donna Parzow 
 
Our officers and Board are excited about the new year and will strive to continue to celebrate the mini 
schnauzer spirit through education, competitive AKC events, and social interaction, beginning with our 
next meeting, November 18 at Olney-Sandy Spring Veterinary Hospital.  Dogs are welcome.  
 
It’s that time of year to pay your 2007-2008 club dues.  If you haven’t already done so, please mail your 
dues to Laurese Katen ASAP.  
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Scott Mitchell – Washington, D.C.   Sandy Wagner – Palmyra, PA 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Playful Puppy Needs Home for the Holidays 
 
What’s your bid on this 14kt pendant depicting a playful MS?  It can be worn as either 
a pendant or pin and can be yours!  Just submit your best offer by 10 am on Dec. 16 
and the winner will be announced later that day at the holiday party.     
 

Send your bid to Rich Edwards by snail mail or email (no phone calls – your bid must 
be in writing) by the above deadline.  This piece was donated by Pampered Paws 
Jewelry (that’s right, ladies) and retails for $720.00.  Tell all your MS friends - bids are 
open to everyone.  Bidding opens at $150 and a tie will be broken by a drawing at the 
holiday party. You do not have to be present to win.  Proceeds benefit our club. 
 

This little guy (he measures approx. 1.25” tall by 5/8” wide) wants to go home with 
you!   
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Each issue, Beard ‘n Brows  features outstanding contributions, acts of kindness, etc. and 
awards the “Paws-up” award.  This issue’s winner is “Ginger”, who is a nominee for the AKC 
Canine Award of Excellence (ACE) for 2007.  Ginger is owned and loved by AMSC member 
Carla Borrelli of New York. 

                      

The American Kennel Club (AKC) has recently announced the nominees for the 2007 Awards for Canine 
Excellence (ACE). The winners and honorable mentions in the categories of Exemplary Companion, Law 
Enforcement, Search and Rescue, Service, and Therapy will be announced shortly. Being nominated is 
in itself a great honor. The five recipients will each receive engraved silver collar medallions and $1,000 
cash awards at a presentation ceremony at the AKC/Eukanuba National Championship in Long Beach, 
California, on December 1-2, 2007.  
 
Here is the story in Carla Borrelli’s own words – 
(Reprinted with permission). Ginger is the spice of life! From the beginning, Ginger was special! At 
first, she was an energetic pup who would fly from the dog room, make three large circles around 
the family room and then leap onto a lap. She felt she had a mission… to stare everybody right in 
the eyes and lick their lips. We knew she was very special but her defining attribute was not 
evident right away. Many dogs are very tuned in to their owner’s moods and feelings. Ginger is 
always tuned in to everyone’s feelings. So many times each week, friends called and asked if they 
could come over for a “schnauzer fix!” In most cases, it was a “Ginger fix!” She had a way about 
her, an exuberance, that made people laugh, relax and feel better. Ginger is a healer! She knew 
when I had a migraine or sinus headache. If I tried to rest to relieve a headache, Ginger would  
settle herself to offer her body heat exactly where I hurt. When I badly injured my shoulder, Ginger 
maneuvered herself to serve as the body pillow that supported the arm. 
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When Ginger was three years old, she was bred for the first time. She had a singleton preemie 
(Am/Can Ch. Carbor Lightning Strikes Twice  “KaBoom”). After three days, a friend called to say 
that her bitch had just had a c-section and did not want to care for her singleton pup. When I 
presented Ginger with a newborn Doberman pup, her eyes got very big. “For me?” she seemed to 
say. At this point, the little preemie baby, KaBoom, was four ounces and the Doberman pup, Ariel, 
was 15 ounces. This Mutt and Jeff duo was the joy of their proud “mother.” By the time that Ariel 
was seven weeks old, she was still nursing now and then but she was bigger than her “mother.”  
In February, 2006 Ginger’s sister, Hannah, died suddenly. She belonged to someone who relied 
on her a lot. I offered Ginger, my healer, to Kay. Kay had lost her husband the previous year and 
had been undergoing chemotherapy for a few years. Kay’s Pastor wrote me a note thanking me 
for giving up Ginger and telling me how Ginger was prolonging Kay’s life. Her doctor called me to 
tell me that he could not believe what Ginger was doing for Kay. Ginger gave joy to Kay and 
comforted her for seven months. Ginger gave Kay a reason to get up in the morning. Ginger 
made her laugh! When Kay went into Hospice, Ginger came back to me. Every other day, Ginger 
and I made a trip to Hospice to visit Kay. A Hospice promotes and maintains quality care for 
terminally ill persons and their families. Whenever we visited, Kay always had her hands on 
Ginger.  She took such comfort in her presence that it kept me going back to Hospice. 
 
Each day when we came in, people would ask if I could bring Ginger to visit their father or mother 
or brother. Ginger would jump onto each bed, stare into the eyes of the person and then settle 
herself right where each person was feeling pain. She was uncanny… almost scary. She 
comforted each person and the relatives thought that Ginger was a calming influence. If they were 
conscious, the relatives thought that Ginger helped them relax a bit; those that were not 
conscious seemed to stir a bit…eye movement, etc. When we got home from each visit, Ginger 
was always very tired. On Tuesday the 4th of October, we went in to Hospice in the morning. I 
knew that I could not come back for a week. During the entire visit, Ginger whimpered softly. 
When it was time to leave, I kissed Kay and said good bye. Ginger’s leash was put on and then 
she pulled back to Kay. Ginger put her paws on Kay’s shoulders, looked into her eyes and kissed 
her. Kay smiled weakly. Kay died that night. We continue to visit Hospice regularly. It is Ginger’s 
mission! 
 
Editor’s Note: Carla didn’t win but was nice to have a schnauzer in the hunt!  
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����������� It’s time to pay your 2007-08 club dues (if you haven’t already).  Dues this year are $25 for 
full members and $20 for associate members and can be sent to Laurese Katen, 14717 New Hampshire 
Ave, Silver Spring, MD  20905.    

����	
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����������� Sunday, November 18 at Olney-Sandy Spring Veterinary Hospital.  Dogs 
welcome!  (Invitation with directions to be mailed.)  

����	��������������� ���Sunday, December 16 at Shawne Imler’s home in Hampstead, MD.  Invitations will 
be mailed in late November.  Please bring a pot luck dish to share and a gift of $10 for a “Chinese 
auction”.  A beautiful 14kt pin/pendant will be won by the highest bid in a silent auction.  (See picture on 
page 2.) 
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All members of our Club who so generously donated to the 2007 Trophy Fund, and to Debi Durst, who 
was the trophy fund chairperson.  We thank you all – 

Pat Abell     B.J Arczynski – Hyspirits  Judy Arnoff 
Canine Carousel, Herndon, VA  Jasona Compton – Happy Ours Susan Faber 
Debi & Martin Durst – Sarius & Pampered Paws    Rich and Sharon Edwards 
Joan Huber – Blythewood  Ann Hughes – Happy Ours  Shawne Imler – Ernhart 
Marie Laguna    Laurese Byrd Katen- Mai-Laur Lucille Kocher 
Howard & Donna Parzow  Ann Marie Rutherford   Pam Schott  
Cindy Saunders    Nancy Smith    Karen Surma    
Jan Taylor – Pip’n   Carolyn Urban    Magee Whelan 
    
We regret that Karen Surma’s name was inadvertently left off the donations list in the Premium List for 
the Specialty.  Karen has donated to many other club activities and made a nice contribution to the trophy 
fund.  She was also responsible for obtaining our luncheon location at the Specialty.  Our apologies, 
Karen. 
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Thanks to everyone who donated their time and funds to the Specialty!  There was a large entry from 
across the country, great prizes for the winners, and a tasty luncheon following the show.  
Congratulations to the many club members who own and/or handled these winners!  
 
Show Results 
 
Puppy Sweeps 
Judge:  Todd Clyde 
Best in Sweeps – Dreams Miss Liberty Bell, owner Sharon Hamilton 
Best Opposite Sex in Sweeps – Blythewood Here’s Johnny, owner Joan Huber 
 
Regular Class 
Judge:  Robert Moore 
Winners Dog/Best of Winners – Spring-a-Long Night Rider, owner Mary Spring 
Reserve Winner’s Dog – Bella’s Casanova Twist, owner Catalina Meschi 
Winner’s Bitch – Blythewood Sierra Nevada, owner Joan Huber 
Reserve Winner’s Bitch - Dreams Miss Liberty Bell, owner Sharon Hamilton 
Best Opposite Sex – Ch. Mai-Laur Black E-Nam-L, owner Laurese Katen 
Best of Breed – Mystique’s All That Jazz, owners Sharon Edwards and Catherine Rohrer 
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Becky Manspeaker won the schnauzer pendant Best Opposite Sex  - Mai-Laur Black E-Nam-L, 
with only one ticket in the lottery.  She is shown ac- handled by club member Shawne Imler and 
cepting the pendant from Donna Parzow, who drew proudly owned by member Laurese Katen.  
the lucky number.        Judge-Robert Moore 
 
 
 

  
 
Winner’s Dog/Best of Winners - Spring-a-Long   Winner’s Bitch – Blythewood Sierra Nevada,  
Night Rider, with owner/handler and club member with owner/handler and club member Joan Huber 
Mary Spring 
 
 

 
 
Schnauzer sweatshirt, anyone? Ann Hughes   Chow time – thanks to Chris Franck and Connie  
did a great job selling the new sweatshirts.  Hannigan-Franck for coordinating the luncheon.  
If you didn’t get one, contact Ann – there are 
still some left. 
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Awards were also presented at the annual luncheon to all club members whose dogs earned 
Championships in Conformation and Titles in Obedience, Rally, and Agility between September 1, 2006 
and August 31, 2007.  And the winners are……. 
 
Conformation: 
Ch. Sarius Frosted Midnite Rosebud – owner Debi Durst 
Ch. Mystique’s All That Jazz – Owners Sharon Edwards and Catherine Rohrer 
Ch. Susquehanna I am Your Love – owner Jan Taylor 
Ch. Pip’n Best Dressed – owner Jan Taylor 
Ch. Pip’n High Style – owner Jan Taylor 
Ch. Pip’n Dress Up Doll – owner Jan Taylor 
Ch. Ernhart’s Earthsong Snow Bunny – owners Shawne Imler and Traci Preto 
Ch. Attaway Hampmotized – owners Karen Surma and Shawne Imler 
Ch. Attaway Dark Side of the Moon – Owners Shawne Imler and Traci Preto 
Ch. Ernhart Shine On – owner Shawne Imler 
Ch. Ernhart’s Biszee Man’s Romp – owner Janice Lafland 
Ch. Ernhart’s Echoes – Shawne Imler and Traci Preto 
 
Rally: 
Crossroads-Ernhart’s How Do You Like Me now, Toby – Rally Novice – owner Sue Faber 
 
Obedience: 
 Happy Ours He’s My Hero – CDX – owner Susan Landis 
 

 
 

 
 

It’s A Family Affair 
 

Becky Manspeaker’s dog Keaton (with BJ Arczynski),  
Keaton’s “special” friend (with Shawne Imler) and their 

son, (held by Traci Preto).  “Mom” finished her  
championship just a couple of weeks before  

her son.  
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As a follow-up to our story in the last issue regarding the BIG show of the year, Montgomery County, here 
are some of the sights and scenes.  Despite the unseasonable heat, the show was a success.  Here are 
some of the sights from the annual dinner and the show.  
 
 
 

     
 
Laurese Katen receiving her 25 year AMSC pin at  This year’s dinner featured a 1970’s costume contest. 
the AMSC dinner from AMSC President John Con-    Pictured are the first prize winners, Rich & Sharon  
stantine.  Laurese has been involved in our breed for   Edwards (aka Sonny and Cher). 
over 50 years! 
 
 
 

              
 
Best of Breed – Regency’s Twist of Fate   Ring-side scene – despite the heat, there was a large crowd  
Twister is shown with owner/handler Bev Verna, Judge  for the competition.  Over 130 MSs competed for the 
Wyoma Clouss, and AMSC president, John Constantine.  coveted Best of Breed title.    
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Talking it over – Phil Kaelin chats with Rudy Day during    The winning line-up    
the competition.   
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Each newsletter features one of our members and tells his/her MS “story”.   Interested in becoming our 
next “Name and Face”?  Email rtesle@comcast.net.   
 

�
�
In 75 words or less, a short biography (about you, not your MS(s).  
I was born in Waycross, Georgia, into a military family.  After my father graduated from West Point, he 
decided to join the Air Force as a fighter pilot.  We traveled and lived throughout Europe and Canada for 
most of the school years.  After our tour overseas, we settled in McLean, Virginia.  I attended Averett 
College in Danville, Va.  My college roommate talked me into moving to Atlanta Georgia where I met Bob, 
my husband.  We lived in the Atlanta area for several years before moving to Washington, DC with the 
IRS Internal Audit Division.  
 

Sue Faber, our new 
MVMSC 

Vice President, and 
“Toby”  
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How and when did you become interested in MSs?  Tel l us the story about how you got 
your first MS . 
Bob, my husband, had a miniature schnauzer in the past and talked me into going to see schnauzer 
“puppies”.  Needless to say, the rest is history.  I fell in love the “minis” and have had one or more our 
entire married life.  
 
Names, ages, and colors  of your current MS(s).  Total number of MSs you’ve ever owned . 
We only have one salt and pepper “Toby” just turned 2 years old.  We have owned 4 other salt and 
peppers and one black in the past. 
 
What sets your MS(s) apart from all others? 
Toby is doing obedience training. He has just received his Companion Dog Title and Rally Excellent title 
at the same show.  We are currently working on RAE and Companion Dog Excellent.  These will take a 
long time to acquire.  Toby is such a low key well socialized little guy.  He is a pleasure to travel with and 
take to different shows.  Donna Parzow told me about the club and what a great resource the club is for 
learning about medical issues and quality breeding.  I have been a member since acquiring “Toby” in 
December 2005.  
 
Favorite breed other than MS?  May also include fel ine and equine friends . 
Would have to be Great Danes (I grew up with these gentle giants) and a Border Collie-X like my 
wonderful other dog “Izzy”.  
 
Tell us something we don’t know about you and your MS(s). 
Toby was named after Toby Keith – my husband’s favorite artist.  
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Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club 
Greenbrier Pet Resort, Frederick, MD 
September 16, 2007 

 
13 Members and numerous Miniature Schnauzers present. 
 
Called to order at 1:47 PM by President Rich Edwards.  He reminded everyone that the dog park at 
Greenbriar was public and all could use the facilities after the meeting. 
 
Secretary's Report:  There was no Secretary's Report from the last meeting. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  Laurese Katen reported that we have a balance of $5000.15 in the bank.  She 
reminded everyone to sell their raffle tickets and to send the money to Laurese.  The raffle tickets are $5 
a piece or 5 for $20.  We have received $420 in raffle money so far.  Laurese also discussed raising the 
dues in September to $25.  A vote was held and passed by 10-0.   
 
Membership Report:  Laurese Katen reported that the club has two new members: Scott Mitchell and 
Sandy Wagner. 
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Unfinished Business:   
Ann Hughes is handling Schnauzer sweatshirt sales.  Order forms are available.  You can wait until the 
specialty to buy them.  If you want a specific color, please order before the specialty and mail the form to 
Laurese. 
 
We are still looking for dog friendly meeting sites.  Our Specialty will be held on October 13th at Howard 
County Fairgrounds in the Terrier Building.  The annual meeting will be held October 21st at Laurese 
Katen's house.  There will be a meeting in November; we are still looking for a site to hold the meeting.  
The annual Holiday party will be held on December 16th at 1 PM at Shawne Imler's House.  Dogs are not 
allowed at the Holiday party. 
 
There will be a table with sweatshirts to sell and club information at the Specialty.  We are looking for 
people to man the table. 
 
The club sent flowers to BJ Arczynski. 
 
There is a sign up sheet for the Specialty luncheon.  The club is providing chicken.  Please contact Chris 
Franck and Connie Hannigan-Franck if you have not signed up to bring something. 
 
New Business:   
The Nominations Committee proposed the following candidates for the Board of Directors and as Officers 
of the Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club for the 2008 term: 
 
   President   Rich Edwards 
   Vice President   Sue Faber 
   Secretary   Connie Hannigan-Franck 
   Treasurer    Laurese Katen 
   Board of Directors  BJ Arczynski 
       Donna Parzow 
       Chris Franck 
   Delegate to the American Miniature Schnauzer Club 
       Shawne Imler   
 
President Rich Edwards ask for nominations from the floor.  None were presented.  There was a motion 
from the floor to accept the slate of nominees.  Slate was accepted by the floor.  
 
Ann Hughes is currently in charge of breeder referral.  We don't know if she wants to continue.  Rich 
Edwards will check with Ann.  Shawne Imler is willing to be in charge of breeder referral if Ann doesn't 
want to continue. 
 
The jeweler Pampered Paws has offered to donate jewelry at the Holiday party for the raffle. 
 
There was a discussion of Linda Seemann and the Mid-Atlantic Schnauzer Rescue not behaving within 
the code of ethics and Miniature Schnauzer rescue requirements.  There was discussion on whether or 
not to expel Linda Seemann from the club.  There was a motion from the floor to table the vote of 
expulsion until Linda Seemann is served by a Process Server.  The vote was 10-0 and the motion was 
carried. 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Constance Hannigan-Franck 
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Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club 
Home of Laurese Katen 
October 21, 2007 
 
Meeting was called to order with 9 members in attendance. 

 
President Rich Edwards thanked all who helped and attended our Specialty last weekend and 
commented as to the success of the event.   
 
Treasurer’s Report  
The current bank balance is just under $5k with most expenses for the Specialty already paid.  The 
pendant that was raffled netted $615; sweatshirt sales net profit is currently $215, with only 10 
sweatshirts remaining in inventory.  There was some discussion regarding putting items for sale on the  
website with payment via Paypal.  Rich Edwards to investigate the possibility.  Another inquiry was the 
number of web hits our website receives.   
 
No new members were voted on. 
 
MVMSC will support the Columbia Terrier Club at the April 18, 2008 show at the state fairgrounds in 
Timonium.  Trophies have been donated by an anonymous donor. 
 
Unfinished Business 
Closure on the complaint against Linda Seemann (Mid-Atlantic Schnauzer Rescue) was recapped by 
Rich Edwards. (email to club membership regarding same was sent several days prior to club meeting).  
Ms. Seemann has resigned from the club rather than electing to come before the club and present her 
views regarding the complaint. 
 
The proposed slate of officers and directors was accepted by acclamation.  They are: 
Rich Edwards – President 
Sue Faber – Vice President 
Connie Hannigan-Franck – Secretary 
Laurese Katen – Treasurer 
Delegate to the AMSC – Shawne Imler 
Board of Directors – BJ Arczynski, Chris Franck, and Donna Parzow 
 
Discussion regarding the holiday party December 16 at Shawne Imler’s home included reminders of a gift 
exchange ($10 maximum) and circulation of a sign-up sheet for pot luck dishes.  In addition, a 14kt 
pendant of a playing schnauzer has been donated to the Club by David Salson of Pampered Paws 
Jewelry.  This piece, valued at $720, will be won by the highest bidder via a sealed bid process.  The 
winner will be announced at the holiday party.  More details and picture of the pendant to be provided in 
the newsletter.    
 
Dog-friendly meeting places – We continue to entertain suggestions for dog-friendly meeting venues. 
New places to be researched are Olney-Sandy Spring Vet Clinic, Old Town Pet Resort in Springfield, VA, 
and Old Dominion Animal Health in McLean, and South Paws (new location in VA). 
 
New Business 
Suggestion was made to have Club officers wear buttons designating them as club officials at the 
Specialty for next year.  This would enhance our visibility and approachability for visitors who may want to 
know more about the breed and/or the club.  Laurese Katen to talk to the Catonsville Kennel Club. 
Retirement of the Specialty BOB bowl – The “roving” BOB bowl given to the winner of the Specialty each 
year to keep until the next year has been retired.  The bowl was donated in 1970 to the club by May  
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Dickenson with the stipulation that it was to go to each year’s winner until dog(s) owned by the same 
person(s) won BOB 3 times.  Homer Graff was the first winner of this award, and he donated it back to 
the club five years ago, again with its retirement resting on three BOB wins by same owner(s).  The bowl 
has been “retired” a third time, with Rich and Sharon Edwards owning dogs that have won in 2004, 2005, 
and 2007.  Laurese Katen has graciously donated a new bowl for the Specialty BOB winner beginning in 
2008.    
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Edwards 
(for Club secretary) 
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 It’s that time of year again when the temperature begins to drop and we all know that winter is just 
around the corner.  Here are some tips for keeping your MS safe and warm when the mercury dips.  
 
1. Keep your MS indoors .  Short exercise breaks are fine, but extended time outside in cold 

temperatures is not good. 
2. Never let your MS off the leash on snow or ice , especially during a snowstorm – dogs can 

lose their scent and easily become lost.  More dogs are lost during the winter than any other season, 
so make sure yours always wears ID tags. 

3. Thoroughly wipe off the legs and stomach  when your MS comes in out of the sleet, snow, or 
ice.  Dogs can ingest salt, antifreeze, or other potentially dangerous chemicals while licking their 
paws.  Paw pads may also bleed from snow or encrusted ice. 

4. Don’t shave your MS down to the skin in winter .  A longer coat provides more warmth.  
Completely dry your MS after a bath.  Consider a coat or sweater with a high collar or turtleneck that 
covers from the base of the tail to the belly. 

5. Never leave you MS alone in a car .  A car can act as a refrigerator in the winter, holding in the 
cold and causing the animal to freeze to death. 

6.  Puppies do not tolerate the cold  as well as adult dogs and may be difficult to housebreak in the 
winter.  You may opt to paper-train your puppy inside.  If sensitive to the cold due to age, illness, take 
your MS outdoors only to relieve himself. 

7. Increase you MS’s food supply  if he spends a lot of time romping outdoors.  Protein and other 
nutrients help keep him – and his coat – in tip-top shape. 

8. Thoroughly clean up any antifreeze and engine coola nt spills  from your vehicle.  These 
poisons are lethal to dogs (and cats).  Consider using products that contain propylene glycol rather 
than ethylene glycol. 

9. Provide your pet with a warm place to sleep , off the floor and away from drafts. A cozy dog 
bed with a warm blanket or pillow is perfect. 

10. Remember the old adage “it’s a two-dog night”,  which refers to pioneers who let their dogs 
sleep with them to generate heat.  If you have MSs, all winter nights should be multiple schnauzer 
nights!     
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Topic this issue:  Ibuprofen Dangers  
       Excerpt from the AKC Gazette, July 2005 
 
 
Ibuprofen is a medication used in people for the short-term management of acute pain and fever and for 
the long-term control of arthritic pain.  In humans, it has a high margin of safety and even fewer side 
effects than a similar dose of acetylsalicylic acid (aspirin).  This is not the case for our canine 
companions.  Ibuprofen can be toxic to dogs, and even fatal. 
 
According to the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center, ibuprofen is the most common medication 
involved in accidental over-the-counter canine drug overdoses.  Most cases occur when a dog chews on 
a bottle of ibuprofen and eats the tablets (the sugar coating is particularly attractive to dogs).  Poisonings 
also occur when people intentionally give ibuprofen to their dogs for pain relief. 
 
Even at therapeutic doses, ibuprofen can disrupt the protective mucus lining of the stomach.  This 
triggers ulceration of the stomach wall, causing vomiting, possibly with blood, abdominal pain, and 
diarrhea.  A dog with ibuprofen toxicity can die if a deep stomach ulcer perforates.  The toxic effect is 
increased if a dog is on corticosteroids, such as prednisone, when he ingests the ibuprofen. 
 
At higher does, ibuprofen can induce acute renal failure.  It diminishes blood flow to the kidneys, cutting 
off oxygen supply.  When exposed to a massive amount of ibuprofen, a dog can develop signs such as 
depression, seizures, and coma. 
 
Warning Signs 
How much ibuprofen is too much?  You can induce chronic toxicity in a 50 pound dog by giving him just 
one tablet (200 MG) a day.  If a 50 pound dog found a bottle of ibuprofen and ate 20 tablets at one time, 
he would probably die from acute renal failure. 
 
If you suspect your dog has consumed a toxic dose of ibuprofen, seek immediate veterinary care.  He will 
be given an oral dose of activated charcoal (to prevent the ibuprofen that is still in his intestinal tract from 
being absorbed into his bloodstream) and put on intravenous fluids (to help maintain his renal blood flow, 
and hopefully, preserve his kidney function). 
 
Obviously, it is easier to prevent ibuprofen poisoning than to manage it.  NEVER give your dog ibuprofen 
and always keep it (and all other medications) out of his or her reach. 
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The Second Annual Sarius Pig Pickin’ was a huge success. Club members as well and friends 
of the Durst’s partied hardy.  Below are some of the highlights.…….  
 

 
   Debi and Martin getting ready …….. for the pickin’ 
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As the holiday season approaches, MS parents should avoid the following foods, as they have 
been known to cause illness or toxicity in dogs.  Please be careful to keep all these foods, many 
of which are more plentiful during the holidays, away from your MS.   

 
Alcoholic beverages   yeast dough   chocolate  
Coffee (grounds, beans)  spoiled foods   onions, onion powder 
Garlic, garlic powder   salt    macadamia nuts 
Raisins and grapes   avocado   hops (used for home brewing) 
Fatty foods    bones    milk and raw eggs 
 

 

                              Happy Thanksgiving
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“Puppy Princess” masquerading on Halloween night.   
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Save the Date - Next club meeting – November 18  
Holiday Party – December 16 
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