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Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club, serving Maryland, Virginia and Washington, DC since 1956      Fall, 2006 
 

“Celebrating the spirit of the Miniature Schnauzer” 
 
 

 
The Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club is 

affiliated with 
The American Miniature Schnauzer Club & 

The American Kennel Club. 
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        President:              Rich Edwards 
Vice President               Judy Arnoff 
        Secretary:              Cindy Sanders 
       Treasurer:               Laurese Katen 

 
Board of Directors: 

B.J. Arczynski 
Susan Faber 

Donna Parzow 
AMSC Representative:   Ann Hughes 

 
Committee Chairpersons 

Specialty Show:       Laurese Katen 
              Rescue:       Linda Seemann 

 
������������������

For Newsletter contributions, contact: 
Sharon Edwards at rtesle@comcast.net 
or phone (301) 947-8811.  
 
Web site:  minischnauzer.org 
Web Master:  Michael “Doc” Clay 

 
 
Featured in this Issue: 

·  Spotlight on Rally, an AKC sanctioned event that is growing in popularity. 
·  Pictures of the Montgomery County show and our MVMSC Specialty   
·  Names and Faces – Karen Surma 
·  Pet Health – Excepts from the “Breeding and Whelping” presentation by Dr. Karen Hoffmann at 

our September meeting   
·  Plus - All the regular features and a new one – introducing “Schnauzer Style”  

 

Don’t forget our 
Holiday party --- 
Sunday, Dec. 17 
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MVMSC Friends - 
 
      This is my first “Letter” as the new MVMSC president.  First, thanks to everyone for your vote of 
confidence in allowing me to take on this responsibility.  I hope to continue the leadership endowed 
by Joe Wade and hope to provide meaningful leadership going forward into our new year.   
 
Congratulations to our other newly elected Officers members, Judy Arnoff – Vice President, Cindy 
Sanders – Secretary, and Laurese Katen –Treasurer, and B.J. Arczynski, Susan Faber and Donna 
Parzow as Board members.  Together, with the help and recommendations of the Club, our goal is to 
make our Club the envy of the other Miniature Schnauzer clubs.     
 
But first, a few words on our Specialty in October.  Due to the show running longer than planned, the 
luncheon and the club meeting were compromised as many members did not expect the event to last 
as long as it did.  We will be considering alternatives to our tradition of combining a club meeting with 
the Specialty.    
 
The forthcoming year will be a very exciting year as a member of MVMSC.  We have ambitious goals 
to increase our membership, become more active in education and health of our dogs, and to 
continue the great legacy of the past. 
 
My regards for a “schnauzery” year – 
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 Mary Ann Doggett – Annapolis, MD 

Jacqueline Hendrickson – Beltsville, MD 
Klara Kolinska – Springfield, VA 
Karen McKinney – Frederick, MD 
Dave McKinney – Frederick, MD 
Sherry Moreau – Westminster, MD 
Norman Moreau – Westminster, MD 
Traci Preto – Parkton, MD 
Debbie Weedon – Frederick, MD 
Joe Weedon – Frederick, MD 
Magee Whelan – Alexandria, VA 
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Conformation  

·  CH. Happy Ours Havin a Good Time, bred by Ann Hughes and Jasona Compton and owned by 
Shawne Imler 

·  CH. Happy Ours Liz Living Large, bred and owned by Ann Hughes and Jasona Compton  
·  CH. Blythewood Hope O’Sarius owned by Debi Durst and handled by Joan Huber 
·  CH. Crossroads Midnight Temptation, bred by Shawne Imler and owned by Debbie and Joe Weedon  
·  CH. Ernharts Luck of the Draw Bonnie, bred by Shawne Imler and owned by Karen Surma & Doc Clay 

and Shawne Imler 

        
CH. Crossroads Midnight Temptation (“Max”)      CH. Ernharts Luck of the Draw “Bonnie”  
 
Obedience  

·  Crossroads Ernhart’s How Do You like Me Now “Toby”, owned by Sue Faber, Novice Obedience  

 
“Toby” 
 

** Please send New Champion information to rtesle@comcast.net for inclusion in the next newsletter** 
Congratulations on these Noteworthy Achievements! 
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Topic this issue:  Problems with Breeding and Whelping 
       Presented by MVMSC member, Dr. Karen Hoffmann, at the September Club meeting  

 
      
    

Breeding:  
Infertility-The most common cause of apparent infertility is improper breeding timing.  Highest chance of 

success occurs when good quality semen is deposited into the bitch at the right time.  Suggests 
progesterone testing of the bitch once in season to predict optimal breeding time window.  Below is the 
“normal” cycle, but times can vary for individual bitches. 

 
Normal estrous cycle: 
 Proestrus - recognizable external changes, average 9 days (0-27 days)    
 Estrus - receptive to breeding, average 9 days (4-24 days) 
 Diestrus - about 57 days 
 Anestrus - about 4 months 
 Gestation - 58-68 days, 63 days from ovulation, 61 days from breeding   
 
Causes of infertility: 
 Dog 
  physical problems:  arthritis, penile abnormality 

infections:  Brucella, viral infections (temporary) 
  testicular hypoplasia (post illness, fever, steroid administration) 
  cryptorchidism 
  testicular cancer 
  prostatitis, prostatic cancer 
  benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH) 
 
 Bitch 
  physical problems: vaginal stricture   

cystic endometrial hyperplasia (CEM) 
  ovarian cysts (hypoluteoidism) 
  hypothyroidism 
  infection:  Brucella, other 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
How to optimize conception rate and litter size: 
 breed young 
 bitch-proper time, good body condition 
 good quality semen (proven dog or semen evaluation) 
 breed frequently until bitch is not standing for the stud dog 
 progesterone timing (progesterone testing to ensure proper timing) 
 
 
Options for breeding: 
 natural breeding 
 artificial insemination (AI), fresh semen 
 AI, fresh chilled semen 
 AI, frozen semen (transcervical, surgical) 
 
Source: 
Root Kurstritz, MV.  The Dog Breeder’s Guide to Successful Breeding and Health Management.  (St. Louis:  
Saunders Elsevier, 2006) 
 
 
Whelping  
Management of bitch during gestation – suggested methodology 
 
Ultrasound to verify pregnancy day 25-30 
x-rays after day 52 
increase nutrition after day 40 
minimize outside contact last 3 weeks (after day 40)  
check temperature daily after day 58 to predict delivery date 
 
Stages of Labor: 
1st stage: restless, nesting, milk in glands, uterine contractions; 6-12 hours (up to 36 hours in primiparous bitch) 
2nd stage: expulsion of pups; 1-24 hours 
3rd stage: expulsion of fetal membranes; usually occurs w/in 5- 15 minutes of delivery of last puppy 
 
Dystocia:  any difficulty with the birthing process 
Causes: 
 primary uterine inertia (non-progression) 

breed disposition, small litter size, obesity, infection, uterine torsion 
 secondary uterine inertia (obstruction) 
  presentation, position, posture 
  large puppy, small pelvis, breed disposition 
   
Call veterinarian if: 
*30-60 minutes of strong contractions occur with no puppy being produced 
*Greater than 4 hours pass between pups and you know there are more inside based on x-ray 
*Bitch fails to go into labor within 24 hours of her temperature dropping below 100 degrees 
*Bitch is in obvious extreme pain 
*Greater than 70 days of gestation have passed 
 
Once puppies are delivered: 
assist bitch with membranes, umbilical cord, if needed 
allow bitch to consume placenta 
examine puppies for cleft palate, anus, hernias and take appropriate action as needed 
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Goes to ………… the Canine Good Citizen Program 
 
 
Each issue, Beard ‘n Brows features outstanding contributions, 
acts of kindness, etc. and awards the “Paws-up” award.  This 
issue’s winner is the AKC’s Canine Good Citizen Program, which 
was started in 1989 as a means of rewarding dogs who are well-
behaved companions at home and in the community.   This 
program is often viewed as the first step toward the Rally trial, 
discussed later in this issue.  Why do it?  Earning the CGC award 
will ensure that your dog is a well respected member of your 
community.  It provides an excellent foundation for all other 
training.  Some therapy dog groups require the CGC as a 
prerequisite for therapy work.  There are CGC neighborhoods and 
hiking trails and a number of state legislatures have endorsed the 
CGC concept.  

The AKC Canine Good Citizen (CGC) Program’s goals are 1) teach responsible dog ownership to owners and 
2) provide basic training and good manners to dogs.   A key component of the CGC Program is the 10-step 
Test.  All dogs who pass the CGC Test receive a certificate from the AKC.   

Below is a summary of the ten tests required for a dog to obtain his CGC certificate. 

1. Accept a friendly stranger – this test demonstrates that the dog will allow a friendly stranger to 
approach it and speak to the handler.  In the test, the evaluator and handler shake hands and 
exchange pleasantries.  The dog must show no sign of resentment or shyness and must not break 
position or try to go to the evaluator. 

2. Sit politely for petting – this test demonstrates that the dog will allow a friendly stranger to touch it when 
it is with the handler.  The dog sits are the handler’s side as the evaluator approaches and begins to pet 
the dog.  The dog must not show shyness or aggression. 

3. Appearance and grooming – this test demonstrates that the dog will welcome being groomed and 
examined and will permit a stranger to do so.  It also demonstrates the owner’s care, concern and 
sense of responsibility.  The evaluator inspects the dog by examining the ears and each front foot and 
then combs or brushes the dog. 

4. Out for a walk – this test demonstrates the handler is in control of the dog.  This test is performed on-
leash and there must be a left turn, right turn and at least one stop in between and another turn at the 
end. 

5. Walk through a crowd – this test demonstrates that the dog can move about politely in pedestrian traffic 
and is under control in public places.  The dog and handler walk past at least three people during the 
test.  While the dog may show interest in the people, he must not be overexuberant, shy or resentful 
and must not be straining on the lead. 

 

 



 

 

6. Sit and Down on command – this test demonstrates the dog will respond to the handler’s command to 
sit and down and will remain in place.  When instructed by the evaluator, the handler tells the dog to 
stay and walks forward about 20 feet.  The dog must remain in place, but may change positions. 

7. Come when called – this test demonstrates the dog will come when called by the handler.  The handler 
walks ten feet from the dog, turns to face and dog and calls the dog.  The dog must go to the handler 
despite mild distractions provided by the evaluator. 

8. Reaction to another dog – this test demonstrates the dog can behave politely around other dogs.  Two 
handlers and their dogs approach each other froma distance of about 15 feet and stop to exchange 
pleasantries, then continue moving.  The dogs should show no more than a casual interest in each 
other. 

9. Reactions to distractions – this test demonstrates the he is confident when faced with common 
distracting situations, such as noises or sites.  The dog may express a natural interest and curiosity 
and/or appear slightly startled, but should not panic, try to run away or show aggressiveness. 

10. Supervised separation – this test demonstrates that the dog can be left with a trusted person and will 
maintain its good manners.  Evaluators will approach the dog and handler and take the leash while the 
handler goes out of sight for three minutes.  The dog shoes not have to remain in position, but should 
not bark, whine or pace unnecessarily during this time. 
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����������������� ���Sunday, December 17 at 1:00 pm at Rich and Sharon 
Edwards’ home.   Bring a gift to exchange (no more than $10) and something for the silent auction.  
Entrée of ham and turkey will be provided, but please bring a dish to share.    
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MVMSC Member, Sharon Edwards, who is the new Treasurer for the AMSC (American Miniature 
Schnauzer Club).   
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What is Rally? 
Rally is the new dog sport that is taking the nation by storm, a successful stepping stone from the 
AKC Canine Good Citizen program to the world of obedience or agility.  Rally offers both the dogs  
 
 
and handlers an experience that is fun and energizing.  The canine team moves at their own pace, 
very similar to rally-style auto racing.  Rally was designed with the traditional pet owner in mind, but it 
can still be very challenging for those who enjoy higher levels of competition.   
 
The dog and handler complete a course of exercise stations that has been designed by a judge.  The 
judge tells the handler to begin, and the dog and handler proceed at their own pace through a course 
of designated stations.  A course includes 10 to 20 stations, depending on the difficulty level.  Each of 
these stations has a sign providing instructions about the next exercise to be performed.  Scoring is 
not as rigorous as traditional obedience and perfect “heel position” is not required, but there should 
be a sense of teamwork between the dog and handler.  Handlers are permitted to talk, praise, 
encourage, clap their hands, pat their legs, or use any verbal means of encouragement.  The main 
objective of rally is to produce dogs that have been trained to behave in the home, in public places, 
and in the presence of other dogs, in a manner that will reflect positively on the sport of rally at all 
times and under all conditions. 
 
 
Am I Eligible? 
To be eligible to compete in AKC Rally trials, a dog must be: 

·  Registered with the AKC or listed with the AKC Indefinite Listing Privilege(ILP) program, or a 
Foundation Stock Service (FSS) recorded breed that meets the eligibility requirements for 
competition. 

·  Six months of age or older 
 
The Indefinite Listing Privilege 
Dogs of any breed recognized by the AKC that do not have registration papers or known parents may 
qualify for an ILP.  ILP dogs may participate in certain AKC events, such as obedience, agility, 
tracking, rally and many performance events.  Photos are required to prove the dog is a registerable 
breed and the dog must be spayed or neutered.   
 
 
Rally Signs 
The signs may be any color and they include descriptions as well as directional arrows of exercises.  
Signs are numbered to make it easy to find the next station when navigating the course.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
All signs are placed to the handler’s right side.  The signs are large enough to be easily recognized 
when going through a course.  The exercises designated on the signs will be performed in close 
proximity to the sign itself, either in front, back of, or beside the sign.   
 
 

 
Typical Rally signs 
 
 
Role of the Judge 
The judge must arrive one hour before judging in order to set up the course for the class.  Judges are 
open to questions that the handlers may have regarding the course during the walk-through period.  
They must post a copy of the course at ringside so that the exhibitors know what to expect and where 
to go once they are in the ring.  The judge must evaluate the performance of each exercise and the 
sense of teamwork between the dog and handler.  The orders “Are you ready?” and “Forward” are 
given to each handler who enters the ring. 
 
 
Levels of Competition 
There are three levels of competition in Rally – 
 
Rally Novice - This is the first level for those just getting started in competition.  In this class the dogs 
earns the (RN) title. 

·  All exercises are performed with the dog on leash. 
·  There is a requirement of 10-15 stations to complete with no more than five stationary 

exercises. 
·  The exercises performed very from turning 360 degrees to changing paces during the course.   
·  Exhibitors at this level may clap their hands and pat their legs through the course. 

 
Rally Advanced  - this is the second level, which includes more difficult exercises throughout the 
course.  In this class the dogs earns the (RA) title.   

·  All exercises are performed off-leash. 
·  There is a requirement of 12-17 stations with no more than seven stationary exercises. 
·  Exercises include a jump as well as calling your dog to the front of you instead of to a heel 

position. 
 
Rally Excellent – this third and highest level of Rally is the most challenging.  In this class the dog 
earns the (RE) title.   

·  Exercises are performed off-leash except for the honor exercise. 
·  There is a requirement of 15-20 stations, with no more than seven stationary exercises. 

 



 
 
 

·  There are two jumps at the excellent level and one “Honor” exercise.  An honor exercise 
demonstrates that your dog can sit or lay quietly in the ring while another dog and handler go 
through their performance.   

·  Handlers are only allowed to encourage their dogs verbally.  Physical encouragement is not 
allowed at this level. 

·  The Excellent-level exercises include backing up three steps while the dog stays in the heel 
position and a moving stand while the handler walks around the dog. 

 
 
Rally Advanced Excellent -  Any dog that has completed is (RE) title may choose to go on to further 
competition in rally to earn the (RAE) title.  The rally advanced excellent title is earned when a dog 
and handler team compete and earn qualifying scores in both the advanced and excellent classes at 
the same trial ten times.  The level of difficulty is not increased in either class, but practice and hard 
work surely pay off when this title is earned.  
 
 
Qualifying Performance 
A qualifying performance indicates that the dog has performed the required exercises according to 
the AKC rally regulations.  Each performance is timed, but times are used only in the event of ties for 
a placement.  
 
 
Qualifying Score  
All dogs and handlers begin with a perfect 100.  A dog and handler team is awarded a qualifying 
score if it retains at least 70 points after the course has been completed.  Each time you and your dog 
earn at least 70 points a qualifying score is earned toward a title.  Once you and your dog earn three 
qualifying scores under two different judges, your dog will have earned a rally title!  y 
 
 
Information About Rally Trials 
The AKC offers a wide variety of resources to assist everyone, whether you are new to the sport or 
want to know how to set up your own rally trial.  Contact the AKC at 919-233-9767 or email 
OrderDesk@akc.org to inquire about additional resources. 
 
 
View a complete listing of AKC-sanctioned Rally trials by accessing the AKC website, www.akc.org. 
Go to Events/Rally and on the Rally page select the Event and Awards Search link, then choose the 
competition type and your home state.  Club names, locations, and dates of events are listed in date 
order.  Entry forms for rally trials may be downloaded from the AKC website. 
 
 
Our club has several members who are actively involved in Rally (and many title-holders!) and are 
more than willing to educate other members or help them get started in this great sport. 
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This is the second issue for this feature.  Each newsletter will feature one of our members and tell 
his/her MS “story”.   Interested in becoming our next “Name and Face”?  Email rtesle@comcast.net.  
Members are selected at random if there are no volunteers. 
   

�
photo: Sharon Edwards 
Harrisburg, PA shows, spring 2006 
 
 

Q. In 75 words or less, a short biography (about you, not your MS(s).  
R. I was born and raised in Western Pennsylvania.  It’s a small town called Indiana, which is also 

the hometown of actor Jimmy Stewart. After attending Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP) 
and receiving a degree in Interior Design and Business management, I started an interior 
design business. This business was eventually sold and currently I manage my own property  
rental business called ABC Rentals of Indiana PA. In 1996, I was elected President of Quota 
International of Indiana (This is an invitation only, professional International business women’s 
civic club). The Professional Business Women’s Book for Indiana University of PA Graduates 
had features of myself as well. Believe it or not, I am a hunter and yes, I have hunted, shot and 
gutted my own Buck many times. Also, shooting skeet is one of my favorite pastimes. I enjoy 
music and I can play the accordion. For many years in my teens, I played in a professional 
Polka Band which also did some recording.   

 
 
Q. How and when did you become interested in MSs?  Tell us the story about how you got your 

first MS.  
R. In 1987, my Father had bought my first Miniature Schnauzer. Her name was Lady Deiter 

Clairssia and was nicknamed Deiter. She was a salt and pepper and lived a long life of sixteen 
years before having to put her down. It was from Deiter that I learned a lot about this wonderful 
breed. With her ailments, I was educated to manage colitis, dry eye, and diabetes. Deiter was 
a wonderful companion who was very smart and dear to my heart. Now, the Schnauzer bug 
has hit me all because of my love for her. 

 
 

Karen Surma with 
husband Doc Clay 
and new Champion 

Bonnie. 



 
 
 
 
 

Q. Names, ages, and colors of your current MS(s).  Total number of MSs you’ve ever owned.   
R. RB – salt & pepper 3 years old, Bonnie – black & silver 2-1/2 years old, KoKo – salt & pepper 1 

year old, Deanna – black & silver, 11 months old, Susan – black & silver 9 months old.  
Currently, Doc and I have five Miniature Schnauzers but are expecting a new male puppy from 
Las Vegas (yeah, Vegas Baby!) in January. Total number of MS owned is six. 

 
 

Q. How did you become interested in MVMSC and how long have you been a member?  
R. After acquiring Bonnie in 2003, our handler, Shawne Imler, suggested the club as a great 

source of information and a place to meet and socialize with other Schnauzer owners. We 
have been members since 2004.  

 
 

Q. Is your MS(s) involved in any “extracurricular” activities – conformation, agility, rally, 
companion dog, etc?  Please explain.  

R. “RB” is our family companion. He is a true entertainer who on command can play dead, give 
you five then ten, and roll over, He can even imitate the sound of a Harley when asked! He is 
very smart! Our kennel name is Crossroads Kennels and we currently have four show dogs. 
Ch. Ernhart’s Luck of the Draw Bonnie (Bonnie). Bonnie’s daughter is Crossroads Let The 
Good Times Roll (KoKo). I have begun showing (and still learning) KoKo myself. We have 
Ernhart’s Timing is Everything, (Deanna). Finally, Attaway Hampmotized (Susan) has already 
achieved one 4 point Major at our Fall specialty show and a total of 8 points towards her 
championship. 

 
  
Q. What sets your MS(s) apart from all others?  
R. Our Mini’s each have their own personality and seem almost human if they could only talk! 
 
 
Q. Favorite breed other than MS?  (May also include feline and equine friends. 
R. 13” Beagles. My father and I use to raise them for AKC Field Trials. They are a gentle and a very 

determined breed.  
 
 
Q. Tell us something we don’t know about you and your MS(s).  
R. All of our Schnauzers are named after Blues Musicians, hence the kennel name Crossroads 

Kennels. “RB” got his name from local/national deceased guitar player Roy Buchanan. Bonnie 
Raitt was the inspiration for Bonnie’s name, KoKo was named after “The Queen of the Blues” 
singer KoKo Taylor, Deanna is for local/national singer/pianist/songwriter Deanna Bogart and 
finally, Susan was named after singer/guitarist/songwriter Susan Tedeschi.  
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Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club 
Laurese Katen’s home 
September 10, 2006 
 
Called to order at 1:15pm by Joe Wade with 22 members present.   
 
Introduced new members voted in at the meeting: Klara Kolinska, Jacqueline Hendrickson, Paul 
Roth, Joe and Debbie Weedon, Nancy Smith, Magee Whelan, Traci Preto.  They all introduced 
themselves and told us about themselves and their schnauzers. 
 
Secretary report : Read June minutes. 
 
Treasurer’s report :  Nothing has changed since board meeting.  
Membership:  Lots of new applications….Laurese presented by names.  All voted in by present club 
members. 
 
Specialty show: Oct 14th at Howard County Fairgrounds in building that backs to interstate (70). 
Sharon Edwards and Connie Hannigan-Franck will take care of organizing food.  They will be asking 
club members to sign up.  Club provides chicken and we bring sides and desserts.  Sweeps Judge: 
Dr. Lisa Sarvis and regular Judge is Robert Black.  Judging begins around 11am. We need to be 
there earlier.  We also need tables for lunch if you have them and can bring them let Laurese Katen 
or Sharon Edwards know.  All trophies have been purchased.  The lunch is not catered this year as it 
was last year.  It’s a 3 day show this year and in the past it’s been a two day so there should be more 
entries.  If you are coming and haven’t signed up to bring food call Connie or Sharon. 
 
Discussion on dues:  $20 and $15 for regular and associate respectively.  It was decided to keep the 
same for next year. 
 
Donna presented slate nominations to present members.  No other nominations….slate will be voted 
on in October. 
 
Meeting time and place discussion: 
Laurese stated that Sunday afternoon has been the best at getting most members to come. Ann 
Hughes stated that dogs should be able to come.  The issue seems to be the cost…. 
Jasona discussed reasons to go back to Tilden Park. It cost $150 per meeting.  We were paying 
premium price for weekend time.  Sharon Edwards will check into cost at different facilities.  Are their 
other options of buildings?  Sharon will get all options through the county.   What about churches, fire 
departments??? Sharon will call…. 
 
 
What about socialization meetings?  This was attempted before and no one would organize it.  We 
passed around a sign up list for interested people and 9 people signed up.  Cindy Sanders 
volunteered to take the list and email it to interested parties. 
 
 



 
 
Meeting preferences:  
Comments from discussion: 1) week nights most people couldn’t come 

2) Sunday afternoons in Maryland seems to draw most                           
participation 
3) We need 5 places for meetings throughout the year 
4) Most people want to be able to bring their dogs. 

 
Website: 
Rich Edwards will be the contact with Doc Clay to put things on website.  Contact Rich with problems 
you notice when on the website.  Doc donated part of fee charged back to the club…..he will 
update…free of charge. Thank you Doc! 
 
Dates to remember: 
Oct. 14th: Specialty Show-Howard County Fairgrounds 
Nov 12th  - Next Club meeting  - place TBD 
Dec 17th: Holiday Party at Rich & Sharon Edwards’ (1pm) bring a dish 
 
2007 Club meeting dates: 
March 11th: TBA 
April 8th:  TBA 
May13th: TBA 
June 10th: Picnic-location TBA 
 
Constitution: Rich Edwards heard from half the board and a few members….need to compile list of 
proposals and review and put into draft.  Send draft to members….vote on changes in October or 
November meeting. 
 
Jasona Compton gave compliments to Sharon Edwards for newsletter….and Sharon has been 
elected as an officer to the AMSC.  Sharon wants us to let her know when something happens with 
us and our dogs….she can only things in that she knows…we need to give her input.   
 
Brags: Donna Parzow….. Mai-Laur Stormy Gusts: Titled in Rally Excellent and Advanced.  Domino 
(Mai-laur Black Domino) earned his CGC title at 6 mos. 
 
Karen Surma: Ernhart’s Luck of the Draw “Bonnie” finished her championship 
Joe & Debbie Weedon:  Crossroads Midnight Temptation (Maxwell) finished his championship 
 
Request from Ann Hughes:  need to add name as a club member breeder if you want to be on it. 
Meeting was adjourned: 2:02 pm  
Presentation followed by Dr. Karen Hoffmann (Breeding & Whelping) 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Cindy Sanders - Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club 
Howard County Fairgrounds – MVMSC Specialty (Annual  Meeting) 
October 14, 2006 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Joe Wade after the Specialty judging.  The officers and 
board members nominated at the September meeting were approved by a vote of the Club.   
 
Richard Edwards - President 
Judy Arnoff  - Vice President 
Laurese Katen - Treasurer 
Cindy Sanders - Secretary 
B.J. Arczynski - Board 
Donna Parzow      - Board 
Susan Faber  - Board 
Ann Hughes  - AKC Representative  
 
In addition, Linda Seemann (Rescue Coordinator), and Sharon Edwards (Newsletter Editor) will 
continue in their positions. 
 
New Business – Donna Parzow presented awards to the club members whose dogs had completed 
their championships in conformation and obedience: 
 
Due to the length of the show, the meeting was adjourned without further discussion.  Items on the 
agenda were deferred until the November meeting. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Cindy Sanders - Secretary 
 
  
 
Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club 
PetSage – Alexandria, VA 
November 12, 2006 
 
The meeting was called to order by President, Rich Edwards at 1:15pm.  Rich Edwards welcomed the 
members and thanked Lucille and Barbara of PetSage for the use of their store and taking time out of 
their Sunday to host our club.  Rich Edwards asked Cindy Sanders count the number of members 
present.  There were 13 members and 3 guests present. 
 
President’s Report:   See Old Business. 
 
Secretary’s Report :  Cindy Sanders read the October meeting minutes that were presented by 
Sharon Edwards.  Cindy asked everyone to sign-in on a paper she passed around.  She also asked 
everyone to keep her updated on changes to addresses and phone numbers for the database.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Laurese Katen stated that the club balance is $3717.27 with no outstanding 
bills.  She says we are in good shape financially.  She asked everyone who has not paid their annual 
dues please send it to her A.S.A.P.  Dues were due November 1st of this year. 



 
 
Laurese presented five new applicants for membership in the club. 
Karen & Dave McKinney 
Mary Ann Doggett 
Shari & Norman Moreau 
 
All five were voted in as members by the club members in attendance. 
 
Brags:  Sharon Edwards presented a brag regarding their new dog, Roxxie, who is pointed and will 
make her big debut at the national specialty in Chicago in February. 
 
Old Business:   Rich Edwards presented highlights of proposed changes to the Constitution and By-
laws (changes listed below). There was a motion to approve the changes and the motion was 
approved by a vote of 11-0 with one abstention.  One of the 13 members present was a non-voting 
associate member. 
 
New Business:    
The annual holiday party will be held on December 17th at 1pm at Rich & Sharon Edwards home.  
The club provides the turkey and ham.  All attending members were asked to sign up to bring an 
appetizer, side dish, or dessert.   
Sharon Edwards asked that members send information to her to include in the newsletter such as 
new titles and club member information to be shared.  She counts on the members to keep her 
informed of information about their dogs that should be included in the newsletter.  The deadline for 
the current newsletter is ASAP…the week of November 13th.  She is printing this week. 
 
Breeder Referral List:  Rich Edwards discussed the importance of all breeders currently on our 
breeder referral list complying with a “code of ethics”.  Ann Hughes, the AMSC Delegate, will be 
contacting all members currently listed on our breeder referral list to sign a code of ethics similar to 
that which governs the AMSC Breeder Referral List.  Those that don’t agree will be removed from the 
club’s breeder referral list.  Any member wishing to be added to the list will be required to agree to the 
code of ethics 
 
Laurese has agreed to be the specialty show chairman again for 2007.  She will be looking for a club 
member to chair the Trophy Committee.  This person will be responsible for soliciting donations for 
the trophy fund, for purchasing the trophies for the specialty and will organize the luncheon.  The 
show next year will be a 4-day show.  The specialty show will be held in the “Terrier” building at the 
Howard County Fairgrounds and the luncheon will also be in this building.   
Rich Edwards asked for a motion that meeting be adjourned.  Donna Parzow offered the motion.  
Meeting adjourned at 1:35pm. 
 
Presentation by Lucille & Barbara, employees of Pet Sage. 
PetSage has been in business for 11 years.  Their motto is: “A new wisdom in pet care.”  
Their focus is on nutrition.  The business began as a way to offer older pets a better quality of life.  As 
the older pets died, the owners, with new pets continued as customers.  Their focus then changed to 
encompass all ages of pets.  They gave a tour of the facility and discussed what products they offer.  
The finished by answering questions from club members about various topics related to health and 
nutrition. Their website is www.PetSage.com.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  
President Rich Edwards makes a point during the Club members at the meeting at PetSage, a holistic 
November meeting at PetSage in Alexandria, VA. food and vitamin store for cats and dogs.  

 
Club members listen to PetSage employees explain the PetSage concept. 

     
 
 

Amended Constitution and By-laws  
       Article I: Section 2. The objects of the Club shall be: 
1.  (g) To provide to the community educational events to encourage responsible ownership of 

the breed. 
2.  (h) To support local rescue organizations in their efforts to place unwanted miniature 

schnauzers. 
Article II: Section 4. Election to Membership 

3. (c)The Board shall conduct a vote on each applicant. An affirmative majority vote  
4. of a quorum of Board members shall be required to elect an applicant. 

Article III: Section 2. Club meetings. 
5. Meetings of the Club shall conduct eight meetings annually.  Meetings shall be  

Held from March through June and September through December at an hour and place as 
may be designated by the Board. 
Article IV: Section 2. Duties and Powers 

6. (b) To process and vote on applications for membership 
7. (e) To present to the membership recommendations for donations and for any 

advancement of monies in excess of $100.00. 
Article V: Section 1 



 
 

8. The Club’s officers shall be President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and  
Newsletter Editor. 
Section 3. Duties 

9. (d) The Newsletter Editor shall be a member of the Board.  He shall edit and  
publish the Club newsletter. 
(e) All withdrawals of funds for payment of the Club expenditures shall be made only by check 
signed by any one of the following officers: President, Secretary, and Treasurer with the 
concurrence of a second officer. 

10. Article IX: Section 2. Standing Committees 
Add Rescue as a committee 
Article XIV: Section 2. Board Meetings 

11. Order of business: Secretary’s Report follows Treasurer’s Report & Election of  
new members follows Applications for membership. 
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This is a new section debuting in this issue of Beard n’ Brows.  It will feature the latest in MS fashion and style 
– i.e. everything that our spoiled-rotten little friends’ owners need to know about the latest Style.  

    
unidentified schnauzer  Human and schnauzer alike enjoyed the Labor Day pig roast 
modeling holiday attire at Club member Debbie Durst’s home in West Virginia. 
    Club members and furry friends had a great time at Debbie’s 
     Holiday pig roast.  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  
 All the fixins…..     And the pig. 
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Montgomery County weekend, the most prestigious of conformation shows for our breed, was held 
near Philadelphia the first weekend in October.  Our Club was well represented, including handlers 
Shawne Imler and Linda Drost.  Members with dogs in the shows included Karen Surma, Laurese 
Katen, and Sharon Edwards.  
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A Message from the Specialty Coordinator of the Specialty show held with the Catonsville Kennel 
Club. 
 
Our recent AKC Mt. Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club Specialty was another great success.  
This is not done by one person, but it is about member teamwork and the competition among 
quality-bred dogs.  We ended in the black and had 4 point majors in dogs and bitches.  Also, to 
make the Specialty successful, we had donations for trophies and awards. We thank those who 
helped in the category.   
 
We have recently welcomed a number of new members, and we must continue to welcome them 
and make them feel a part of the Club, whether they have a beloved pet, or compete in 
obedience, rally, or conformation. 
 
The luncheon was enjoyed by all and the food was delicious.  Many thanks to all who brought 
food.  The 50/50 tickets that Judy Arnoff sold were won by a new member.  We will continue to 
do auctions, sell raffle tickets, etc. to help out treasury.   
 
The weather was nice and we look forward to a great show next year.  Please volunteer to help. 
 
Advance notice:  Next year we will have shows on Friday-Monday.  Our Specialty will be held on 
Saturday, and the judging for all four shows will be in the large “terrier” building.  For the 
Specialty we will have an area roped off for our luncheon after the judging so it will be very 
convenient for all who have entries.  Mark the date now! 
 
My thanks to all of you, 
Laurese Katen, Show Coordinator 
 

   
 
Best of Breed: Ch. Destineez Smoooth Jazz  Best of Opposite Sex: Ch. Mai-Laur Black E-Nam-L 
Judge Robert Black, Terrie Houck & Sharon Edwards Judge Robert Black, Shawne Imler 
 



 
 
Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club Specialty Res ults 
 
Sweepstakes Judge:  Dr. Lisa G. Sarvas  
Best in Sweepstakes   Repetition’s Rhyme or Reason           Kurt Garmaker & Bobbi Gale 
Best of Opposite Sex   Lonestar’s Earmarked by Chattelane R.P Newman & B. Day    
Sweepstakes class results: 
6-9 mth. Dogs   1 Lonestar’s Earmarked by Chattelane              R.P. Newman & B. Day 
9-12 mth. Dogs    1 Dry Dock Fore Sale              Marie Pletsch 
6-9 mth. Bitches   1 Repetition’s Rhyme or Reason            Kurt Garmaker & Bobbi Gale 
9-12  mth Bitches   1 Royalcourt’s Got Milk   Jeanette Perosa & Gloria Lewis   
  
Regular Classes:  Judge  Robert Black 
Winners Dog/Best of Winners Blythewood Going Places   Helen & James Day & S. Imler  
Reserve Dog    Lonestar’s Earmarked by Chattelane   R.P Newman & B. Day 
Winners Bitch    Attaway Hampmotized  Karen Surma and Shawne Imler 
Reserve Bitch    Hardinhaus Midnight Tango   Anthony Vigliette & Marian Harding 
 
Breed: 
Best of Breed    CH. Destineez Smoooth Jazz  C. Rohrer & T. Houck and C. Pendleton 
Best of Opposite Sex   CH. Mai-Laur Black E-Nam-L  Laurese Katen 
 
Regular Class results: 
Bred by Exhibitor Dogs  1 Attaway First Edition   Linda Drost 
    2 Repetition’s Modus Operandi  K. Garmaker and A. Krull 
    3 Annfield Turn Turn Turn   D. Emslie & T. Doxater 
Open Black & B/S Dogs  1 Blythewood Going Places   Helen & James Day & S. Imler 
Open Salt & Pepper Dogs  1 Attaway Take a Number   Shawne Imler & Linda Drost 
    2 Spring-Along Night Rider Two  Mary Spring 

     
 

9-12 mth. Bitches   2 Mai-Laur Tinsel    Laurese Katen 
12-18 mth. Bitches  1 Mystique’s All That Jazz   S. Edwards & C. Rohrer 
    2 Crossroads Let the Good Times Roll K. Surma and M. Clay  
Bred by Exhibitor Bitches  1 Destineez Jazz Hot Baby   T. Houck & C. Pendleton  
    2 Repetition’s Rhyme or Reason           Kurt Garmaker & Bobbi Gale 
    3 Annfield Turn Key    D. Emslie & T. Doxater 
    4 Ernhart’s Power of Me   S. Imler and T. Preto 

 
Open Black & B/S Bitches  1 Hardinhaus Midnight Tango   Anthony Vigliette & Marian Harding 
    2 Cam-Ron’s Poetry in Motion  A. Balas & R. Meitzler  
   
Open Salt & Pepper Bitches 1 Gentry Spring-Along Sweet Poppy  Mary Spring & Alma Contrino 
    2 Auora B Of Hansenhaus   Carole Hansen Baws 
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A LUCKY DOG 
By Kathy McCoubrey 

I remember the day so vividly 
Some people came to look at me. 
“A lovely pup,” my breeder said, 
“But not for show, not to be bred.” 
 
 
 
 



 
“That’s fine with us,” the people agreed. 
“A loving companion is all we need.” 
And somehow I knew from the first day we met, 
I would be their friend, not just their pet. 
 
They take me for walks all over town, 
I never pull. I sit. I down. 
I try to remember every rule. 
I graduated from obedience school. 
 
I see the dog who lives next door, 
Runs away now more and more. 
I must admit that I’m appalled. 
I was taught to come when called. 
 
There was a dog across the way, 
Whose owners turned him loose each day. 
His exploits seem to give them pride. 
He was hit by a car, and then he died. 
 
Again the dog from up the street 
Is running loose, and she’s in heat. 
She’ll get bred before she’s found 
And her pups will end up in the pound. 
 
But my owners have tried to guarantee 
That those things will never happen to me. 
 
I won’t produce pups that are mixed. 
Our back yard is fenced, and I’ve been fixed. 
 
I’m proud to say as I look at my life, 
It’s full of love and free of strife. 
I’m always welcome anywhere 
And all because my owners care. 
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Pit Bull Attack 
Club member, Karin Walden, who also owns several horses on her farm near Frederick, was the victim of a pit 
bull attack on four of her horses in early October. Dot, a 5-month-old foal, suffered puncture wounds to three of 
her legs and lacerations to her forehead and underbelly.  The injuries to the other three horses were not life-
threatening.  All horses are now recovered. 
 
Karen said she saw one of her horses panicking on a video monitor around midnight and went to the stall to 
see what was happening.  There were at least two dogs and one ran away while the second, a pit bull, charged 
at Karen.  She froze and the dog ran past her.  The day of the attack, Frederick County animal control 
authorities captured two pit bulls, one of which Karen identified as an attacker.  The second dog that attacked 
the horses was not found. 
 
In Memoriam  
Long-time MVMSC member, Paddy Skinder, passed away October 12 at Montgomery General Hospital.  She 
is survived by her husband, Donald Skinder, and stepson.  Paddy was very active in our Club until recently and 
contributed much to the efforts that have made our Club what it is today.  She will be missed.



 
photo by Vladimir Mitkine 
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Don’t Forget - 
MVMSC Holiday Party, December 17  
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